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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


AREA  OF  BOROUGH  . 

POPULATION  (Registrar-General’s  estimate) 

(Census  1921) 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  (1921) 
NUMBER  OF  FAMILIES  or  separate  occupiers  (1921) 

RATEABLE  VALUE  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


7,105  Acres 

134,300 

102,373 

21,609 

22,905 

£810,023 

£3,120 


Total 

Male 

Female 

LIVE  ) 

Legitimate 

2,445 

1,255 

1,190 

BIRTH  | 

BIRTHS  | 

Illegitimate  - 

84 

48 

36 

RATE  j 

DEATHS 

.  .  . 

1,747 

906 

841 

DEATH 

RATE 

18*8 

13*0 


NATURAL  INCREASE  OF  POPULATION  . .  733 

(Excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  the  year) 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  ini  From  Sepsis  ... 
oonsequence  of  childbirth  ..  /From  other  causes 


4 

5 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER 
ONE  YEAR  PER  1,000  BIRTHS 


Legitimate  ... 
Illegitimate  ... 


Total.. 


59 
95 

60 


DEATH  RATE  from  Measles  (7)  .  0*05 

,  .,  Whooping  Cough  (15)  ..  ...  0T1 

„  ,,  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (17) 

(under  2  years  per  1,000  births)  ...  6*72 

,,  „  Cancer  (181)  ..  ..  ..  ...  1*35 

„  ,,  Phthisis  (105)  ...  ...  ...  ...  078 

„  ,,  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  (123)  ...  092 


Health  Offices, 

Town  Hall, 

Wolverhampton, 


May,  ipjo. 


To  the  Mayor,  A  hie  r men  and  Councitiors  of  the 

County  Borough  of  Wolverhampton. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Ninth  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  conditions  and  health  services  of  Wolverhampton.  In 
accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  it  has  been 
drawn  up  on  the  lines  followed  during  the  past  4  years. 

The  year  1929  was  not  by  any  means  a  normal  one.  A  very 
serious  epidemic  of  Influenza  visited  the  town  early  in  the  year  and 
was  responsible  for  much  sickness  and  many  deaths.  The  climatic 
conditions  too  were  abnormal  and  the  severe  frosts  imposed  much 
hardship  on  all  but  the  most  robust.  With  these  adverse  factors  it  is 
not  surprising  that  the  general  mortality  rates  show  some  inorease, 
but  it  is  most  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  Infant  Mortality 
Rate — one  of  the  most  sensitive  indices  of  the  general  health  con¬ 
ditions  of  a  district — has  not  only  maintained  the  low  record  created 
last  year  but  has  actually  shown  a  very  slight  improvement. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to  make  any 
progress  with  schemes  for  dealing  with  unfit  houses  and  unhealthy  areas, 
but  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  the  present  legal  difficulties  will  shortly 
be  removed,  and  that  further  powers  will  be  obtained  whereby  this  very 
necessary  and  very  important  work  can  be  accelerated. 

This  is  the  last  year  in  which  there  will  be  dual  sets  of  health 
services  carried  on  by  two  separate  bodies  for  classes  of  the  community 
whose  circumstances  in  actual  point  of  fact  hardly  differ  at  all.  A 
good  proportion  of  the  functions  of  Boards  of  Guardians  are  essentially 
health  functions  which  overlap  those  of  the  local  Sanitary  Authority. 
With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Lo£al  Government  Act,  1929, 
these  two  parallel  activities  will  be  under  one  authority.  Watchfulness 
and  care  will  be  necessary  if  these  two  sets  of  functions  are  to  be 
unified  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity,  for  there  is  a  risk  that  they 
may  still  continue  to  develop  side  by  side, 
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There  has  been  some  further  development  of  the  schemes  which 
the  Corporation  are  undertaking  for  the  care  of  Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers  and  young  children. 

The  Orthopaedic  Clinic  is  doing  valuable  work  in  dealing  with 
the  early  stages  of  deformity.  It  is  only  by  treating  these  defects  of 
bones,  joints  and  muscles  as  soon  as  they  are  discovered  that  complete 
restoration  of  function  can  be  guaranteed.  Although  a  warped  and 
misshapen  mind  is  not  a  necessary  concomitant  of  a  misshapen  body  a 
crippled  child  faces  the  world  with  a  grave  handicap,  not  only  in  the 
struggle  for  existence  but  also  in  the  games  and  pleasures  which  help 
to  make  life  worth  living. 

The  opening  of  the  Maternity  and  Isolation  Wards  at  the  Women’s 
Hospital  is  another  indication  of  the  determined  effort  that  is  being 
made  in  this  town  to  still  further  safeguard  the  lives  of  the  mothers 
of  the  race,  and  to  deal  with  the  problem  of  Maternal  Mortality. 
Details  of  the  agreement  between  the  Corporation  and  the  Board  of 
Management  of  the  Hospital  will  be  found  in  the  body  of  this  report. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  Staff  of  the  Department  for 
their  loyalty  and  their  zeal.  More  especially  I  should  like  to  put  on 
record  the  amount  of  voluntary  work  carried  out  by  one  and  all  in 
their  determination  to  make  the  Health  and  Baby  Week  Exhibition  a 
success. 

To  my  Deputy,  Dr.  B.  C.  Haller,  1  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  for 
the  excellent  work  that  he  has  done  in  the  Borough,  particularly  in 
connection  with  the  Fever  Hospital  and  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  in 
the  East  District.  His  loyal  support  and  his  readiness  at  all  times  to 
take  on  additional  duties  have  been  exceedingly  helpful. 

My  acknowledgments  are  due  to  the  Borough  Engineer,  the 
Borough  Treasurer,  the  Water  Engineer,  the  Sewage  Outfall  Works 
Manager,  and  the  Cleansing  Superintendent,  for  certain  of  the 
information  published  in  this  report. 

Once  again  I  wish  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittees  for  their  kindly  consideration  and  continued  support. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  II.  JOLLY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Unlike  a  great  many  industrial  towns  Wolverhampton  stands  on 
an  eminence  and  not  in  a  hollow,  hence  its  ancient  name  of  Hampton 
(High  Town).  This  ridge  runs  through  the  town  obliquely  from 
North  North-East  to  South  South-West,  its  highest  point  in  the 
Borough  being  at  Goldthorn  Hill,  592  ft.  above  sea  level. 

Until  recently  the  most  prominent  landmark  of  Wolverhampton 
was  St.  Peter’s  Church,  whose  gothic  tower  rises  steadily  from  the  red 
sand  stone  ridge  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  Now,  however,  the  twin 
shafts  of  the  Artificial  Silk  Factory,  each  365  ft.  high,  challenge  the 
ancient  tower,  and  are  instanced  by  some  as  a  sign  of  the  times. 

For  the  past  few  months  a  good  many  of  the  factories  and  works 
in  the  town  have  been  feeling  the  effects  of  the  depression  in  industry, 
and  the  unemployment  figures  for  1929  were  not  very  satisfactory.  On 
the  other  side  of  the  picture  one  can  call  attention  to  the  progress  that 
has  been  made  with  the  opening  out  of  the  central  thoroughfares.  On 
Green  Lane  9  dwellings  have  been  pulled  down  to  allow  for  the 
widening  of  the  new  road  to  Birmingham.  Market  Street  has  been 
altered  beyond  recognition,  and  many  of  the  shops  in  Victoria  Street 
have  been  set  well  back  and  considerable  improvements  effected  in  the 
frontages. 

During  1929  the  last  tram  line  route  in  the  town  was  torn  up,  and 
the  municipal  transport  system  now  consists  entirely  of  trolley  vehicles 
and  motor  buses. 


The  transport  services  radiate  from  the  centre  of  Wolverhampton 
into  the  surrounding  districts  in  all  directions,  and  affect  the  town  in 
two  ways.  In  the  first  place  the)7  facilitate  the  conveyance  of  workers 
who  have  taken  homes  in  the  outskirts,  and  thus  afford  encouragement 
to  the  housing  developments  that  are  taking  place  on  the  borders  of 
the  town,  and  also  just  beyond  the  borders.  For  the  sake  of  their 
health  and  that  of  their  families  it  is  far  better  that  the  workers  should 
be  housed  away  from  the  middle  of  the  town  and  at  some  distance  from 
the  factories  where  they  are  employed,  but  this  is  only  practicable 
when  the  transport  facilities  are  good. 


The  second  advantage  derived  from  the  Corporation’s  progressive 
policy  in  transport  is  the  increase  in  the  number  of  people  from  out¬ 
lying  districts  who  patronise  the  town,  both  for  their  shopping  and  for 
their  amusements. 


Meteorology. — (Table  I.) — The  outstanding  features  of  the 
weather  during  1929  were  the  extremely  severe  frosts  in  February, 
and  the  persistent  drought  during  the  first  half  of  the  year.  The 
“Great  Frost’’  started  on  February  11th  and  lasted  without  intermission 
for  10  days.  There  was  a  temporary  break  from  February  21st  to 
25th,  but  the  temperature  fell  below  freezing  point  again  on  the  latter 


date,  and  remained  low  until  March  5th.  A  biting  south-east  wind 
accompanied  the  first  spell  of  severe  weather  but  no  snow  fell  until 
February  25th.  There  was  therefore  no  white  mantle  to  protect  the 
ground  against  the  penetration  of  the  cold.  Widespread  discomfort 
was  occasioned  by  the  freezing  up  of  water  pipes.  In  a  town  like 
Wolverhampton  where  a  large  number  of  houses  are  dependent  for 
their  water  supply  upon  stand  pipes  in  a  common  yard  the  results  of 
an  occurrence  of  this  nature  will  be  self  evident.  In  numerous  cases 
it  was  necessary  to  rig  up  emergency  stand  pipes  to  meet  the  situation. 


The  greatest  cold  was  registered  at  the  Meteorological  Station  in 
the  West  Park  on  February  14th  when  there  were  19  2  degrees  of  frost. 
Much  more  severe  frosts  were  recorded  from  neighbouring  stations  in 
more  exposed  positions.  Although  the  snow  began  to  disappear  about 
March  5th  there  were  still  large  masses  of  it  visible  in  the  fields  on 
March  3th. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  a  serious  drought  was  threatened  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  last  summer.  The  total  rainfall  in  Wolver¬ 
hampton  from  January  to  the  end  of  September  only  amounted  to 
12  inches,  and  the  total  precipitation  during  the  first  four  months  of 
1929  was  only  2  95  inches.  From  the  Table  on  page  42  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  was  excessively  wet,  the  rainfall  per 
month  being  as  follows  : — 

October  4-24  inches 
November  6T6  ,, 

Fecembcr  4  95  ,, 

This  brought  the  total  rainfall  for  the  year  to  27  32  inches,  an  amount 
which  is  slightly  in  excess  of  the  average. 


As  Wolverhampton  is  largely  dependent  on  deep  borings  for  its 
water  supplies  there  was  no  particular  fear  of  a  water  shortage  in  this 
area  last  summer.  The  percolation  into  the  deeper  strata  of  the  earth 
is  slow,  and  deep  wells  are  only  affected  by  drought  after  a  long 
interval  of  time.  It  wa«,  however,  feared  that  the  shortage  of  rain  last 
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Spring  and  Summer  might  evidence  itself  in  1930.  Fortunately  the 
heavy  rains  in  the  late  Autumn  have  entirely  removed  all  anxiety  on 
this  point. 

Spells  of  hot  weather  were  experienced  round  about  the  middle  of 
July  (Buchan’s  first  warm  period,  July  12th  to  15th),  and  again  at  the 
end  of  August  and  the  beginning  of  September.  The  maximum  shade 
temperature  recorded  was  86' 5  on  August  30th,  and  the  next  highest 
85 ‘8  on  July  16th. 

VITAL  STATISTICS -Gables  II— VI). 

(a)  Population. — With  an  interval  of  9  years  since  the  last 
census  there  is  bound  to  be  an  element  of  speculation  in  any  estimated 
population.  The  persons  living  in  a  town  at  the  present  day  fluctuate 
in  numbers  to  a  greater  extent  than  was  the  case  when  the  various 
industrial  areas  were  more  or  less  isolated  from  one  another.  Last 
year  the  .Registrar  General  gave  as  his  estimate  of  the  population  of 
Wolverhampton  the  figure  of  133,900.  It  is  understood  that  this 
estimate  was  arrived  at  by  methods  which  differed  slightly  from  those 
employed  in  former  years,  and  largely  eliminated  any  error  caused  by 
taking  the  estimated  population  of  the  previous  year  as  the  basis  of 
computation.  The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  1930  is  134,300,  an 
increase  of  400  over  that  of  last  year. 

Owing  to  a  high  death  rate  and  a  low  birth  rate  the  natural 
increase  of  the  population  was  less  than  usual,  amounting  only  to  783 
persons.  The  official  estimated  increase  in  the  population  is  therefore 
383  less  than  the  natural  increase,  and  suggests  that  this  number  of 
persons  left  Wolverhampton  during  the  year  presumably  in  order  to 
seek  employment  elsewhere. 

(/>)  Births. — After  making  corrections  for  transferable  births,  the 
net  births  during  the  year  amounted  to  2,529,  comprising  1,303  males 
and  1,226  females.  The  net  total  Illegitimate  Births  numbered  84  or  7 
less  than  last  year.  The  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  to  total 
births  was  3 *3%  (3*4%  in  1928).  There  were  88  still  births  registered 
of  which  6  were  illegitimate.  The  Birth  Rate  dropped  to  1 8*8  per 
1,000  population  as  compared  with  19  7  in  the  previous  year.  At  the 
same  time  it  should  be  noted  that  Wolverhampton’s  Birth  Rate  is  si  ill 
above  that  of  the  country  as  a  whole.  (Birth  Rate  for  England  and 
Wales  in  1929 — 16*3  per  1,000  population). 
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(c)  Deaths. — In  last  year’s  report  it  was  pointed  out  that  the 
Death  Hate  for  1928  was  phenomenally  low  because  the  year  in  question 
had  been  very  free  from  epidemics  of  any  kind.  The  year  1929  on  the 
other  hand  stands  out  as  an  oscillation  in  the  other  direction.  This 
Death  Hate  has  been  the  highest  recorded  since  1918,  when  it  will  be 
remembered  that  the  terrible  Influenza  Epidemic  swept  over  a 
population  which  was  still  enduring  the  privations  of  the  Great  War. 

The  main  factor  of  the  heavy  Death  Rate  last  year  was  once  again 
an  epidemic  of  Influenza,  and  although  the  families  were  not  suffering 
from  limitation  of  essential  food  stuffs,  many  of  them  exhibited  a  lack 
of  vitality  caused  by  the  exceptionally  severe  weather  which  coincided 
with  the  epidemic.  In  the  Great  Towns  alone  the  total  deaths  during 
1929  exceeded  those  of  the  previous  year  by  40,000  odd,  and  nearly 
12,000  of  these  were  directly  attributed  to  Influenza.  Further  reference 
to  this  subject  will  be  found  under  the  heading  of  Infectious  Diseases 
on  page  14. 

The  net  deaths  at  all  ages  recorded  in  Wolverhampton  amounted 
to  1,747,  and  exceeded  the  total  for  the  previous  year  by  308.  These 
figures  give  a  Death  Rate  of  13  0  per  1,000  population. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  the  total  deaths  registered  in  the  districts 
exceeded  the  net  deaths  by  408.  The  great  majority  of  these  will 
have  been  persons,  normally  residing  outside  the  town,  who  were 
admitted  to  local  hospitals,  nursing  homes  or  public  institutions  on 
account  of  accident  or  disease,  and  who  died  in  those  institutions. 
Some  idea  of  the  extent  to  which  Wolverhampton  hospitals  serve  the 
South  of  Staffordshire  can  be  determined  by  examining  the  home 
addresses  of  the  patients  admitted  for  In-Patient  treatment  to  the  Royal 
Hospital  or  the  Women’s  Hospital.  Only  about  40%  of  the  patients 
admitted  to  these  Institutions  are  actually  residents  in  Wolverhampton. 
These  figures  clearly  indicate  that  local  hospitals  cater  for  an  area 
far  wider  than  that  of  the  Borough  itself. 

To  turn  now  to  the  classified  causes  of  deaths  (Table  III),  Tuber¬ 
culosis  of  the  Lungs  showed  an  increase  and  so  did  Cancer.  Deaths 
from  violence  were  about  the  same  as  last  year,  but  the  number  of 
Suicides  decreased  from  19  to  14.  The  three  main  classes  of  diseases 
accountable  for  the  increase  were  Heart  Disease,  Respiratory  Diseases 
(Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia)  and  Influenza,  It  is  assumed  that  this 
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rise  in  the  deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases  was  partly  attributed  to 
the  severe  weather  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  and  partly  the  result 
of  complications  of  an  original  attack  of  Influenza.  There  is  one  other 
feature  of  the  Death  Returns  which  may  not  be  without  significance, 
and  that  is  the  rather  marked  increase  in  the  deaths  from  Cerebral 
Haemorrhage  in  persons  under  65  years  of  age.  These  showed  an 
increase  of  over  50%  on  last  year’s  returns.  It  is  suggested  that  the 
stress  and  strain  of  modern  life,  the  inability  to  relax,  the  habit  of 
spending  the  years  at  continuous  high  pressure,  and  doing  everything 
in  strenuous  fashion,  are  responsible  for  the  onset  of  a  condition  known 
as  high  blood  pressure,  which  in  its  turn  is  often  the  precursor  of  the 
bursting  of  a  blood  vessel  in  the  brain. 

Table  IV  gives  the  particulars  of  the  Death  Rates  in  the  various 
Wards  of  the  Borough.  Once  again  St.  James'  Ward  has  the 
unenviable  distinction  of  showing  the  highest  Death  Rate  from 
Respiratory  Diseases  and  from  Phthisis,  and  also  the  second  highest 
general  Death  Rate.  From  the  figures  given  in  the  Table,  Upper  Penn 
would  appear  to  be  the  healthiest  Ward  in  the  Borough  with  Bushbut  v 
a  good  second.  These  figures  must  be  accepted  with  a  certain  amount 
of  reserve,  as  the  population  is  an  estimated  one  and  not  an  enumerated 
one.  The  number  of  houses  in  each  of  the  Wards  of  the  Borough  has 
been  obtained  by  a  local  census,  but  the  average  number  of  occupants 
of  each  house  has  been  calculated  on  the  figures  obtained  at  the  general 
census  in  1921. 

Cancer. —  (Table  VII.) — The  deaths  from  this  disease  continue  to 
increase.  Last  year  they  amounted  to  181  (R.G.),  and  correspond  with 
a  rate  of  135  per  1,000.  Practically  the  whole  of  this  increase  has 
been  in  the  group  females  aged  45  to  65.  The  total  number  of 
women  of  these  ages  dying  from  Cancer  in  1929  was  44  as  compared 
with  26  in  the  previous  year. 

In  order  to  provide  the  most  complete  modern  treatment  fo 
this  disease  the  Board  of  Management  of  the  Royal  Hospital  has  now 
obtained  a  supply  of  Radium,  and  hopes  to  add  to  this  in  the  near 
future. 

Infant  Mortality,  —  Although  the  general  Death  Rate  for  the 

year  was  exceptionally  high,  the  Death  Rate  of  Infants  was  not 

correspondingly  affected,  and  actually  fell  a  point  below  that  of  the 

previous  best  in  1928.  Last  year  I  had  occasion  to  point  out  that 

an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  61  was  so  very  satisfactory  that  it 

%/  v 
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deserved  special  comment.  Again  for  1929  I  have  to  report  that  the 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  down  to  60  per  1,000  births,  and  this 
in  spite  of  the  adverse  conditions  in  the  early  months  of  the  year.  For 
England  and  Wales  the  corresponding  figures  are  74,  and  for  the  104 
Great  Towns  79.  This  is  the  first  time  since  1875  (when  local  records 
commenced  to  be  kept)  that  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  Wolver- 
hampton  has  been  below  that  of  England  and  Wales  for  two  years  in 
succession. 

Another  feature  in  connection  with  these  figures  is  the  decline 
that  has  taken  place  in  the  mortality  of  Infants  during  the  first  four 
weeks  of  life.  For  the  past  eight  years  these  figures  have  been  as 
follows  :  — 


1921 

35-1 

1922 

31-5 

1923 

3  6 ‘5 

1924 

31-9 

1925 

422 

1926 

32*2 

1927 

47-2 

1928 

31  8 

It  is  known  that  these  deaths  during  earliest  infancy  are  mainly 
due  to  causes  acting  before  birth  or  to  the  accidents  of  child  birth 
itself.  During  recent  years  Wolverhampton  has  done  a  great  deal  to 
help  the  expectant  Mother,  and  to  safeguard  the  process  of  child  birth. 
The  attendances  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  have  been  steadily  increasing 
each  year,  and  so  has  the  number  of  those  who  have  been  assisted  to 
obtain  institutional  accommodation  for  their  confinements.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  drop  in  the  mortality  of  the  new-born  infant  may  be 
consequent  on  these  activities  of  the  Corporation. 

I  he  general  causes  of  the  deaths  of  Infants  under  the  age  of  one 
year  is  given  in  Table  VI. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  BOROUGH. 

Hospitals. 

{a)  1.  Fever.-— The  Borough  Infectious  Hospital,  miles  from  the 

centre  of  the  town,  provides  adequate  accommodation  for 
cases  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  Erysipelas,  Typhoid 
Fever  and  for  occasional  cases  of  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough. 
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Cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  are  nursed  at  the  Maternity 
Block  of  the  Women’s  Hospital. 

2.  Small  Pox. — Wolverhampton  is  a  member  of  the  South 
Staffordshire  Joint  Small  Pox  Hospital  Board.  The  Board’s 
Hospital  is  at  Moxley,  four  miles  from  Wolverhampton. 

The  three  permanent  pavilions  can  accommodate  40 
persons  between  them  and  concrete  foundations  have  been 
laid  upon  which  two  additional  temporary  pavilions  can  be 
rapidly  constructed  in  an  emergency. 

The  Small  Pox  Ambulance  is  kept  at  Wolverhampton. 

(/>)  1.  Tuberculosis. — Wolverhampton  is  a  member  of  the  Stafford- 
shire,  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  Joint  Committee.  This 
Committee  have  established  Sanatoria  at  Prestwood,  Himley, 
Kinver,  Groundslow,  and  Yarnfielcl. 

2.  Maternity. — Maternity  Block  at  the  Women’s  Hospital, 
20  beds.  Maternity  Home,  No.  1,  Bath  Road,  8  beds  and 
1  observation  bed, 

3.  Children. — There  is  no  special  Hospital  provided  for  children 
in  the  area. 

4.  Orthopaedic. — Proposals  for  an  Orthopaedic  Ward  at  Royal 
Hospital  are  under  consideration. 

5.  Voluntary  Hospitals. — The  following  Institutions  situated 
within  the  Borough  serve  the  needs  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Wolverhampton  and  of  the  districts  in  the  immediate 
vicinity :  — 

t / 


The  Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton.  (234  beds), 

'The  Wolverhampton  and  Midland  Counties  Eye  Infirmary. 
(50  beds). 

4  he  Wolverhampton  and  District  Hospital  for  Women, 
(62  beds). 

The  Queen  Victoria  Nursing  Institution.  (28  beds). 

The  Maternity  Home  and  District  Nursing  Institution. 
(8  beds). 


(G)  Institutional  Provision  for  unmarried  Mothers 

The  Legge  Memorial  Home,  89,  North  Road. 

(7)  Institutional  Provision  for  Homeless  Children:— 

(1)  Royal  Orphanage. 

(2)  St.  Jude’s  Orphanage. 


(8)  Ambulance  Facilities  r— 

(;i)  For  Infectious  Cases — 1  Motor  Ambulance  at  the 
Borough  Fever  Hospital. 

(b)  For  Non- Infectious  and  Accident  Cases — 1  Police 
Ambulance  and  1  Ambulance  at  the  Royal  Hospital. 


(9)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 


Name  and  situation 

Accommodation 

By  whom  provided 

Child  Welfare  Centres 

(1)  Lea  Road  Clinic. 

3  sessions  a  week 

Local  Authority 

fl)  Ward  Street  Clinic. 

3  ,,  ,, 

5  5  5  « 

(3)  Cong.  School,  Stafford  St. 

3  .. 

5  5  5 i 

(4)  Old  Council  Offices, 

Heath  Town 

3  , ,  )) 

5  j  > 

(5)  Moseley  Village  Clinic  ... 

1  , 

5  5  5  5 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Lea  Road  Clinic. 

1 

5  5  55 

Ward  Street  Clinic. 

Old  Council  Offices, 

1  55  55 

5  5  5  5 

• 

Heath  Town. 

1  5  5  )  5 

>  5  J  5 

School  Clinics  : 

Education  Offices, North  St. 

Open  daily 

>  ?  5 

Old  Council  Offices, 

Heath  Town. 

4  sessions  a  week 

y  i  55 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 

Ward  Street  Clinic. 

Open  daily 

55  ;  5 

Artificial  Sunligdit  Clinic 

The  Royal  Hospital. 

Open  daily 

The  Royal  Hospital 

V.D.  Treatment  Centre 

The  Royal  Hospital. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary:— 

!  5  55 

5  5  5  5 

Joint  Tuberculosis 

Bell  Street... 

5  >  55 

Committee 

(10)  Public  Health  Officers  of  Local  Authority  Seo  page  2. 

(11)  Professional  Nursing’  in  the  Home:— 

(a)  General.  District  Nursing  Association  co-operate  with  Local 
Sanitary  Authority. 

if)  The  Wolverhampton  Corporation  have  an  arrangement  for  the 
District  Nursing  Association  to  undertake  the  Home  Nursing 
of  necessitous  cases  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Summer 
Diarrhoea  in  children  under  school  age  on  payment  of  a  fee  of 
1/3  per  visit.  All  such  cases  are  referred  by  medical  men  in 
the  area  and  approved  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(12)  Midwives.— See  Page  34, 


14 


Legislation  in  Force.  —Ill  addition  to  the  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye 
Laws,  and  Local  Regulations  mentioned  in  the  last  Survey  Report  the 
following  are  now  in  force  : — 

Local  Acts. 

WOLVERHAMPTON  CORPORATION  ACT,  1928. 

Part  6 — Sanitary  Provisions. 

(For  details  see  last  year’s  Report.) 

Bye-Laws  with  respect  to  : — 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  1927. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  1927. 

Drainage  of  Existing  Buildings,  1927. 

Nursing  Homes,  192rt. 

General  Adoptive  Acts  :  — 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  Sections  14,  17,  22,  24,  26,  28, 
29,  30,  32,  36,  37,  39,  40,  41,  42,  43,  45,  47, 
49,  50,  53,  54  and  55. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Tables  VIII— XIV. 

Small  Pox. — Although  several  cases  of  this  disease  were  dis¬ 
covered  in  adjoining  areas  there  was  no  Small  Pox  in  Wolverhampton 
during  1929.  Several  contacts  were  closely  followed  up  including 
those  of  a  girl  who  had  spent  a  Bank  Holiday  in  Wolverhampton 
whilst  in  the  eruptive  stage  of  the  disease. 

Influenza. — During  the  first  quarter  of  1929  this  town,  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  the  country,  was  visited  by  an  epidemic  of 
Influenza  which  was  the  worst  that  has  been  experienced  since  that 
of  1918-19.  The  first  waves  of  the  epidemic  were  mild  in  character 
but  steadily  increased  in  virulence.  Doubtless  the  excessive  cold 
weather  which  prevailed  during  the  month  of  February  encouraged 
the  spread  of  the  disease  by  lowering  the  resistance  of  the  individual 
and  also  by  causing  the  ventilation  of  dwellings  to  be  restricted  in 
order  to  conserve  warmth.  The  organs  of  respiration  were  very 
commonly  affected  during  this  epidemic  and  most  of  the  fatal  cases 
w$re  the  result  of  Influenzal  Pneumonia. 
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From  1st  January  to  20th  April  there  were  105  deaths  from 
Influenza,  three-quarters  of  which  occurred  during  the  month  of  March, 
On  this  occasion  Influenza  appeared  to  be  particularly  fatal  in  middle 
aged  and  elderly  people  whilst  young  children  escaped  relatively 
lightly.  It  was  observed  that  a  great  many  people  suffered  from 
inflammatory  conditions  of  the  ears,  nose  or  throat  as  a  sequel, 
although  fortunately  these  conditions  responded  to  treatment  and 
did  not  therefore  figure  in  the  Death  Returns. 

The  peak  of  the  epidemic  was  reached  during  the  second  week 
in  March,  after  which  the  number  of  cases  subsided  very  rapidly. 
The  death  rate  was  not  appreciably  altered  until  the  middle  of 
February,  but  from  then  onwards  it  rose  steadily  until  for  the  week 
ending  March  9th  it  was  43 ‘6  per  1,000  population.  Suggestions  as 
to  the  precautions  to  be  adopted  in  order  to  avoid  the  disease  appeared 
in  the  Local  Press  and  details  were  exhibited  on  the  buses  and  trolley 
vehicles.  Medical  and  Nursing  services  were  at  a  premium  during 
the  epidemic.  Doctors  were  besieged  with  cases  and  trained  nurses 
could  not  be  obtained  anywhere.  Since  the  majority  of  voluntary 
helpers  were  either  ill  themselves  or  were  looking  after  sick  friends 
or  relations  it  was  impossible  to  attempt  any  domiciliary  nursing 
service. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  incidence  of  this  disease  was  fairly  uniform 
throughout  the  year,  the  monthly  notifications  varying  from  a 
minimum  of  15  in  April  to  a  maximum  of  30  in  May.  The  general 
run  of  cases  were  mild  in  character  though  one  or  two  were  of  the 
severe  septic  type.  The  total  cases  notified  during  the  year  amounted 
to  253  of  which  234 — or  92%—  were  removed  to  the  Municipal  Fever 
Hospital.  No  deaths  occurred  among  the  Borough  cases.  There  was 
one  return  case  and  in  this  the  interval  elapsing  between  the  discharge 
of  the  patient  from  Hospital  and  the  occurrence  of  a  second  case  was 
11  days. 

The  usual  table  showing  the  effect  of  the  density  of  persons  per 
room  on  the  incidence  of  the  disease  will  be  found  on  Page  51. 

Diphtheria. — Although  there  was  a  considerable  amount  of 
Diphtheria  in  districts  immediately  adjoining  Wolverhampton,  the  case 
r^te  for  the  Borough  was  hardly  affected  at  Ml-  There  were  78  cases 
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notified  (of  which  4  were  subsequently  cancelled),  and  the  total  deaths 
amounted  to  six.  Seventy-one  of  the  notified  cases  were  moved  to 
Hospital  for  treatment.  A  much  higher  proportion  than  usual  of  the 
admissions  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease  in  a  severe  form 
and  complications  were  more  common. 

It  is  a  somewhat  remarkable  fact  that  the  incidence  of,  and  the 
mortality  from,  Diphtheria  in  Wolverhampton  has  always  compared 
very  favourably  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  or  of  other  large 
industrial  towns. 

Beyond  prompt  isolation  and  medical  and  nursing  treatment  of 
the  sufferers  it  has  not  as  yet  been  possible  to  achieve  very  much  in 
the  direction  of  prevention.  A  weekly  Immunisation  Clinic  is  held  at 
one  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to 
popularise  this  work  by  means  of  handbills,  leaflets,  lectures,  demon¬ 
strations  and  film  displays.  A  total  of  36  persons  presented  themselves 
at  this  Clinic  for  Schick  Testing,  namely  23  adults  and  13  children. 
Eight  of  the  adults  and  all  the  children  gave  a  positive  test  and  were 
subsequently  immunised.  The  fact  that  Diphtheria  is  a  relatively  rare 
infectious  disease  in  the  town  may  possibly  have  something  to  do  with 
the  poor  results  that  have  so  far  been  accomplished  in  the  Immunisation 
Campaign.  Antitoxin  is  supplied  to  medical  men  free  of  charge  for  the 
use  of  patients  residing  in  the  Borough,  either  for  treatment  or  for 
temporary  prophylaxis. 

Enteric  Fever. — Five  cases  were  notified  and  three  of  these  were 
removed  to  Hospital  for  treatment.  All  made  good  recoveries. 

'three  of  the  above  five  cases  were  Paratyphoid  Fever,  and  there 
is  a  strong  suspicion  that  in  two  of  them  the  disease  was  contracted 
outside  the  town.  One  of  the  two  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  occurred  in 
a  Nurse  who  had  contracted  it  in  the  course  of  her  professional  duties. 

Enteric  Fever  appeared  as  one  of  the  entries  on  the  Death 
Certificate  of  a  person  whose  case  had  not  been  previously  notified.  It 
is  understood  that  the  post  mortem  appearances  were  not  characteristic, 
and  that  no  positive  results  were  obtained  from  serological  or  cultural 
examinatiQiis, 
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Pneumonia. — -There  were  189  cases  of  Primary  Pneumonia 
notified,  and  amongst  these  cases  there  were  26  deaths.  Notifications 
of  Influenzal  Pneumonia  amounted  to  56  of  which  14  died.  Apart  from 
the  notified  cases  there  were  60  other  deaths  certified  as  due  to 
Pneumonia  (Primary),  bringing  the  total  deaths  from  these  two 
conditions  to  100. 

Miscellaneous. — One  case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  was  reported 
during  the  year.  No  cases  of  Malaria — either  imported  or  induced  for 
therapeutic  purposes — were  heard  of. 

No  case  of  Psittacosis  was  reported, 

Borougfli  Hospital. — The  details  of  the  admissions  to  and 
discharges  from  this  Institution,  and  other  particulars  are  given  in 
Table  XV  on  page  53. 

The  admissions  of  Diphtheria  cases  are  considerably  greater  than 
those  for  last  year,  but  this  is  due  to  the  increase  in  the  admissions 
from  outside  districts. 

A  Fever  Hospital  has  fairly  heavy  overhead  charges  whether  it  is 
full  or  empty.  Although  from  one  point  of  view  it  is  a  good  thing  to 
have  a  Fever  Hospital  empty,  it  is  not  so  very  satisfactory  from  the 
Nursing  standpoint.  No  routine  work  and  no  cases  to  nurse  increases 
the  difficulty  of  keeping  a  staff  of  Nurses  together  and  of  maintaining 
discipline.  Fever  Hospitals  should,  when  there  are  beds  available,  be 
able  to  admit  all  kinds  of  infectious  diseases  which  will  benefit  by 
isolation  and  skilled  treatment.  They  should  also  serve  as  large  an 
area  as  possible  for  several  reasons. 

(1)  The  larger  the  area  within  limits,  the  less  violent  will  be  the 
fluctuations  in  the  cases  requiring  admission,  and  the  steadier  will  be 
the  admission  rate. 

(2)  A  large  hospital  can  maintain  a  resident  Medical  Officer,  a 
great  advantage  in  dealing  with  acute  fevers. 

(3)  Unless  a  Fever  Hospital  caters  for  an  area  of  such  a  size  that 
the  average  number  of  occupied  beds  is  40,  the  curriculum  will  not  be 
accepted  for  the  Certificate  of  Fever  Hospital  Training.  The  larger 
Hospitals  will  therefore  the  more  readily  fill  vacancies  amongst  their 
probationer  Nurses. 
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Of  latter  years  the  Borough  Hospital  has  been  catering  more  and 
more  for  the  needs  of  the  districts  on  its  borders,  some  of  which  are 
without  adequate  isolation  Hospitals  of  their  own.  If  some  definite 
agreement  can  be  come  to  with  certain  of  these  authorities  it  should  be 
possible  to  increase  the  area  of  supply  of  the  Fever  Hospital  so  as  to 
bring  it  within  the  requirements  stated  above,  and  thus  materially 
increase  its  effectiveness. 

The  routine  administration  on  admission  of  Scarlatinal  Anti- 
Sreptococcus  Serum  to  all  genuine  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  being 
continued.  In  severe  or  septic  cases  it  is  given  intravenously. 

The  average  duration  of  stay  in  Hospital  of  uncomplicated  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  is  now  only  24  days,  and  it  will  be  noted  that  there  was 
only  one  return  case  during  the  year. 

A  high  proportion  of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  severe,  and 
the  operation  of  Tracheotomy  was  performed  on  seven  occasions.  It  is 
now  the  custom  to  administer  anti-toxin  both  intravenously  and 
intramuscularly  to  these  bad  cases,  and  the  results  have  so  far  been 
verv  satisfactory. 

*J  V 

Besides  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  the  miscellaneous  cases  dealt 
with  at  the  Hospital  have  included  Enteric  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers, 
Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Erysipelas,  Chicken  Pox,  and  complications 
of  these. 

In  June,  1929,  Mr.  Vincent  Patrick,  F.R.C.S.,  was  appointed 
Consulting  Surgeon  of  the  Institution,  to  carry  out  all  the  surgical 
work  at  the  Hospital,  both  consultative  or  operative,  for  which  his 
services  might  be  required. 

Four  members  of  the  Nursing  Staff  were  Schick  Tested  during  the 
year,  and  all  were  then  given  immunising  injections  against  Diphtheria. 


The  Covered  Ways  connecting  the  Administrative  Building  and 
Blocks  1  and  2,  have  been  pulled  down  as  these  were  not  in  accord 
with  modern  views  of  Isolation  Hospital  construction. 
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It  would  be  an  advantage  if  all  the  Hospital  buildings  could  be 
heated  by  hot  water  pipes  from  a  central  boiler,  which  could  also  supply 
the  hot  water  for  washing  and  for  baths.  This  suggestion  must 
however  stand  over  until  the  future  area  of  supply  of  the  Hospital  has 
been  determined. 


Prevention  of  Blindness.— The  usual  Table  giving  particulars 
of  all  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  will  be  found  on  page  75. 


No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Corporation  under  section  66  of 
the  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1925. 


Tuberculosis.— (Tables  XVI — XVIII). — A  careful  consideration 
of  the  figures  given  in  these  Tables  shows  that  the  position  is  rather 
more  satisfactory  than  would  at  first  appear.  The  total  fresh  notifi¬ 
cations  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  149  as  compared  with  169  in 
1928.  Comparing  first  of  all  the  notified  cases  of  Pulmonary  T.B.  under 
25  years  of  age,  with  those  of  26  years  and  upwards,  it  will  be  found 
that  below  25  the  proportion  of  females  notified  is  55 %  of  the  total, 
whilst  above  that  age  the  incidence  is  much  heavier  of  males,  the  other 
sex  only  constituting  40%  of  the  total 


If  the  mortality  of  males  and  females  in  these  respective  groups  is 
compared,  the  female  deaths  under  25  are  50%  of  the  total,  whilst  above 
25  years  of  age  they  only  amount  to  40%  of  the  total.  The  incidence 
and  mortality  in  males  and  females  above  25  years  therefore  bear  a 
similar  ratio  to  one  another,  but  under  the  age  of  25  years  the  incidence 
of  the  disease  in  females  is  slightly  higher  than  the  mortality. 


The  total  mortality  of  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  during  1929, 
showed  a  considerable  increase  on  that  for  the  two  previous  years, 
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Year.  Death  Kate  from  Tuberculosis,  all  forms, 

(per  1,000  population). 

1926  ...  1-08 

1927  ...  -87 

1928  ...  -78 

1929  ...  -92 

This  sudden  rise  was  entirely  due  to  the  deaths  from  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis.  It  is  believed  that  this  increased  mortality  is  accounted 
for  by  the  epidemic  of  Influenza,  it  was  particularly  noticed  that  the 
deaths  of  patients  in  Sanatoria  rose  considerably  during  the  period  of 
the  Influenza  Epidemic  in  February  and  March. 

The  usual  Table  is  given  on' page  55  showing  the  interval  elapsing 
between  notification  and  death  in  the  fatal  cases.  These  figures  show 
that  the  position  is  practically  the  same  as  last  year. 

The  Tuberculosis  Officer  again  reported  one  or  two  cases  in  which 
it  was  suspected  that  the  conditions  and  home  circumstances  of  the 
consumptive  patient  were  such  that  he  was  highly  liable  to  be  spreading 
infection  to  others.  These  cases  were  carefully  investigated  and  a 
more  satisfactorv  state  of  affairs  was  obtained  without  the  necessitv  of 

t, 

any  resort  to  the  legal  powers  given  by  Section  62  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

At  the  end  of  1929  the  number  of  active  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  for  Wolverhampton  was  as  follows  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1,011 

Other  forms  394 


Total  1,405 


The  corresponding  total  at  the  end  of  1928  was  1,424. 

Details  of  a  special  Propaganda  Campaign  against  Tuberculosis 
will  be  found  on  page  30, 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


Table  XX. 

A  detailed  description  of  the  new  Treatment  Centre  at  the  Royal 
Hospital  was  contained  in  last  year’s  report. 

The  general  arrangements  of  the  Waiting  Room,  Examination 
Rooms  and  Treatment  Rooms  is  extremely  good  and  will  certainly 
serve  as  a  model. 

In  addition  to  Wolverhampton  this  Centre  also  deals  with  cases 
from  portions  of  the  Counties  of  Staffordshire  and  Shropshire  The 
figures  given  in  Table  XX  will  therefore  relate  to  all  attendances 
of  patients  from  these  areas,  and  not  solely  to  Wolverhampton 
cases. 

This  year  the  outstanding  feature  of  these  Tables  is  the  large 
number  of  cases  of  Syphilis  and  Gonorrhoea  that  were  discharged  after 
completion  of  treatment  and  observation,  and.  the  relatively  small 
proportion  of  persons  who  defaulted  during  treatment.  The  actual 
number  of  new  cases  attending  for  the  first  time  varied  but  little  from 
the  previous  year.  Although  there  were  rather  fewer  cases  of  Syphilis 
and  rather  more  cases  of  Gonorrhoea,  the  totals  were  practically  the 
same. 

The  V.D.  Hostel  at  Cleveland  House  continues  to  play  a  valuable 
part  in  the  social  service  scheme  under  this  heading. 

In  July  of  last  year  a  commercial  showing  of  the  propaganda  film 
“The  Dangers  of  Ignorance”  took  place  at  one  of  the  local  picture 
houses  during  the  space  of  one  week.  The  Public  Health  Department 
arranged  for  the  distributi  m  of  leaflets  to  each  audience,  and  a  medical 
man  in  the  Public  Health  Service  gave  a  short-  address  immediately 
before  each  showing  of  the  film. 

This  particular  picture  house  holds  about  700  persons,  and  it  was 
fairly  well  filled  throughout  the  week.  Contrary  to  the  usual 
experiences  this  showing  was  not  followed  by  any  marked  increase  in 
the  number  of  new  ca?es  presenting  themselves  at  the  Treatment  Centre 
and  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease. 


99 

— 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. — I  am  indebted  to  the  Water  Engineer  for  the 
following  information. 

“During  the  year  1020  the  usual  standard  of  quality  of  the 
Wol  verhampton  Water  Supply  has  been  maintained,  and  although  the 
present  available  supplies  have  been  heavily  taxed  in  order  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  rapidly  growing  district,  an  unrestricted  supply  was 
maintained  throughout  the  severe  summer  drought. 

Progress  has  been  made  with  the  new  Works  of  supply  under 
construction  at  Dimmingsdale,  and  it  is  expected  that  these  will  be 
completed  by  the  end  of  1930.  ’ 

Routine  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  town’s 
water  supply  are  made  every  month.  The  sources  of  the  water  are 
(1)  Deep  Wells  and  (2)  A  Stream. 

It  was  noticed  that  the  chemical  character  of  the  water  showed 
some  depreciation  in  November  and  December,  but  this  was  due  to  the 
heavy  rains.  It  was  not  accompanied  by  any  rise  in  the  bacteriological 
content. 


Public  Swimming’  Baths, — The  new  filtration  plant  installed 
at  these  Paths  in  1928  has  proved  most  satisfactory,  and  the  water  was 
maintained  in  good  condition  throughout  the  season.  Careful  tests 
showed  that  a  very  high  standard  of  purity  was  being  maintained. 
The  crystal  clearness  of  the  water  in  these  two  baths,  which  has 
resulted  from  the  new  filtration  apparatus,  is  no  doubt  responsible  for 
the  large  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  now  patronising  them. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  Borough  Engineer  informs  me 
that  certain  additional  sewers  were  provided  in  1929. 

A  sewer  extension  was  laid  in  Bhylls  Lane  to  serve  three  houses, 
thereby  terminating  the  operation  of  Cess  Pits.  Sewers  were  also  laid 
in  five  new  streets  on  the  Corporation  Housing  Estates.  One  old  and 
defective  sewer  was  relaid. 

As  regards  Sewage  Disposal  the  Sewage  Manager  informs  me  that 
further  progress  has  been  made  with  the  new  scheme. 
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“An  Activated  Sludge  Reconditioning  Plant  has  been  constructed 
at  the  Main  Outfall  Works,  and  two  channels  of  the  Bio-Aeration  Plant 
have  been  isolated  with  a  view  to  experimental  work  on  the  partial 
purification  of  sewage  by  activated  sludge  and  the  final  purification  in 
filter  beds. 

Some  drainage  has  been  carried  out  at  the  Coven  Heath  Sewage 
Farm  to  extend  the  area  of  land  available  there  for  irrigation.” 

The  old  Sewage  works  at  Moseley  Village,  which  were  taken  over 
at  the  Borough  Extension  are  still  unsatisfactory.  It  is  expected  that 
these  will  shortly  be  abandoned,  and  the  sewage  from  this  district  will 
be  conveyed  to  the  Corporation’s  Main  Sewage  Works. 

Closet  Accommodation. — Steady  progress  has  been  made  with 
the  Waste  Water  Closet  Conversion  Scheme. 

A  further  1,240  Waste  Water  Closets  were  altered  to  Water 
Closets  during  the  year,  and  a  contribution  of  £3  was  paid  by  the 

Corporation  in  respect  of  each  satisfactory  conversion. 

* 

In  addition  to  these,  two  Cess  Pools  were  abolished,  and  two  Privy 
Middens  and  one  Pail  Closet  were  altered  into  Water  Closets. 

On  December  31st  the  numbers  of  the  various  types  of  Sanitary 
Conveniences,  other  than  Water  Closets,  in  use  in  the  Borough  were 
as  follows  : — 


Privy  Middens 

9 

Cess  Pools 

36 

Pail  Closets 

150 

Waste  Water  Closets 

3,358 

Scavenging’. — On  \pril  1st,  1929,  all  the  ash  bins  in  use  in 
connection  with  private  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough  became  the 
property  of  the  Corporation,  who  were  thereafter  responsible  for  their 
maintenance  and  renewal. 

The  power  to  make  this  acquisition  was  granted  under  the  Local 
Act  of  1928.  An  additional  charge  of  1/-  per  half  year  is  levied  with 
the  Water  Rate  in  respect  of  each  bin  used  in  connection  with  the 
dwelling  houses.  Newly  erected  houses  have  to  be  provided  with  the 
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first  ash  bin  at  the  Owner's  expense,  and  this  forthwith  becomes  the 
property  of  the  Corporation.  Similar  conditions  apply  to  dwelling  house 
premises  which  did  not  possess  proper  and  sufficient  ash  accommodation 
at  the  date  when  this  Section  of  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Act. 
1928,  came  into  force. 

Section  57  of  the  same  Act,  which  requires  the  conversion  of  all 
small  covered  ash  pits  (locally  known  as  Shovel  Ups)  into  receptacles 
for  ash  bins,  will  be  put  into  force  in  1930.  In  these  cases  the  Cor¬ 
poration  pay  half  the  approved  cost  of  the  alteration,  and  half  the  cost 
of  the  first  bin  supplied  by  them. 

The  relative  number  of  bins  and  ash  pits  at  the  end  of  1929 
is  given  as  : — 


Ash  Bins 

28,047 

Open  Ash  Pits 

20 

Shovel- ups 

2,332 

Miscellaneous  . . 

122 

The  refuse  disposal  system  in  the  town  is  partly  by  incineration 
and  partly  by  tipping.  T  he  Refuse  Destructor  at  Crown  Street 
consists  of  12  cells,  and  is  capable  of  dealing  with  approximately  three- 
fifths  of  the  rubbish  collected.  The  remainder  is  tipped. 

The  tipping  grounds  are  enclosed  by  high  wire  fences,  and  the 
refuse  is  deposited  in  layers  6  to  8  ft.  in  depth,  each  layer  being  levelled 
ofi‘  with  a  covering  of  soil. 

Care  and  forethought  are  needed  in  the  construction  of  a  satis¬ 
factory  tip  on  low  lying  ground.  It  is  very  important  that  the  refuse 
should  not  be  deposited  in  stagnant  pools  where  it  may  become 
decomposed  and  give  rise  to  a  nuisance. 

The  refuse  collection  from  private  dwelling  houses  is  carried  out 
at  weekly  intervals,  and  the  dust  carts  in  use  are  provided  with 
covered  tops  in  order  to  prevent  the  dust  from  being  blown  about. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  Borough  is  now  divided  into  six  districts  for  the  purposes  of 
sanitary  inspection.  There  are  six  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  (one  of 
whom  also  acts  as  Sampling  Officer  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts), 
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and  two  Junior  Sanitary  Inspectors.  The  latter  assist  the  Senior 
Inspectors  on  the  districts  in  which,  for  the  time  being,  the  work  is 
heaviest  and  thereby  gain  much  valuable  experience.  One  Sanitary 
Inspector  devotes  his  whole  time  to  Workshops  and  Canal  Boats 
inspect  ion. 

The  usual  tabular  summary  of  work  performed  in  relation  to  the 
Factory  and  Workshops  Acts  and  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  appears  on 
page  59. 

The  statistical  details  of  the  work  of  the  District  Sanitary 
Inspectors  is  given  in  Tables  XXIII  to  XXVI. 

Compared  with  the  previous  year  there  was  a  drop  in  the  number 
of  inspections  made  and  of  the  sanitary  defects  discovered.  This  was 
accounted  for  by  reason  of  the  Department  being  short  of  the  services 
of  two  Inspectors  fora  period  of  nearly  three  months.  Two  of  the  staff 
obtained  appointments  under  other  authorities,  and  there  was  some 
little  delay  in  filling  their  posts. 

The  putting  in  force  of  Section  58  of  the  Wolverhampton  Cor¬ 
poration  Act,  1928,  has  relieved  the  Health  Department  of  a  considerable 
amount  of  work  in  respect  of  dilapidated  ash  bins.  Now  it  is  only 
necessary  to  report  these  cases  to  the  Cleansing  Department  for 
attention.  Previously  the  service  of  a  notice  was  required,  and  a  further 
inspection  to  see  if  the  worn  out  bin  had  been  replaced,  possibly  a 
further  communication  to  the  owner,  and  in  some  cases  the  new  bin 
had  finally  to  be  supplied  by  the  Corporation  in  the  owner’s  default, 
and  the  amount  of  cost  recovered  from  him  as  provided  for  by  statute. 
Had  not  this  dust  bin  scheme  been  put  in  force  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Second  Quarter  of  1929,  the  more  important  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  might  have  suffered  more  than  it  did  by  reason  of  the 
temporary  shortage  of  staff. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Department 
was  47,019,  and  it  will  be  observed  that  some  12,500  of  these  were  in 
connection  with  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or  sold.  The  visits 
paid  to  houses  where  infectious  diseases  had  occurred  were  rather  less 
than  usual  owing  to  the  absence  of  any  epidemic  (except  Influenza). 

The  total  number  of  prosecutions  undertaken  last  year  was  higher 
than  usual.  Certain  of  these  special  cases  will  be  dealt  with  under  the 
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appropriate  sections  of  this  Report.  As  regards  the  ordinary  Police 
Court  proceedings  for  non-compliance  with  notices  served  under  Section 
91  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  it  will  be  found  that  cases  in  which  such 
action  became  necessary  had  increased  from  21  in  1928  to  16  in  1929. 

Smoke  Abatement. — The  Health  Committee  recommended  the 
Council  to  make  a  Bye  Law  under  Section  2  of  the  Public  Health 
(Smoke  Abatement)  Act,  1926,  prescribing  that  the  emission  of  black 
smoke  for  a  period  of  three  minutes  in  the  aggregate  within  any  coir 
tinuous  period  of  30  minutes  from  any  one  chimney  in  a  building  other 
than  a  private  dwelling  house  should,  until  the  contrary  be  proved,  be 
presumed  to  be  a  nuisance.  The  Council  however  resolved  that  this 
Bye-Law  should  not  be  adopted  for  two  years  in  order  to  give  manu¬ 
facturers  time  for  experience  and  development  in  improved  methods  of 
heating. 

The  various  Inspectors  made  a  total  of  202  Smoke  Observations 
during  the  year. 

Warning  letters  were  sent  to  certain  offenders,  but  no  further 
action  was  necessary. 

The  gauge  for  measuring  the  amount  of  deposited  atmospheric 
impurities  which  was  set  up  in  the  grounds  of  the  Education  1  >epartment 
has  been  in  use  throughout  the  year.  Particulars  of  the  results  of  the 
observations  will  be  found  in  Table  XXVI 1 1. 

The  following  is  a  comparison  of  the  deposit  of  insoluble  materials 
in  Wolverhampton,  Birmingham,  Burnley,  Leicester,  and  Marple,  the 
latter  being  inserted  to  give  the  results  from  an  atmosphere  of  relative 
purity. 

Total  Annual  Deposit  in  Tons  per  sq.  mile. 


Tar 

Xon-Tarry  Matter  Ash 

Total 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

Central 

6 '38 

47-28  104-34 

158-00 

BIRMINGHAM 

Central. 

3-72 

54-48  169-56 

227  76 

BERN  LEY 

Town  Hall. 

7  03 

104-64  20L96 

313-68 

LEICESTER 

Town  Hall 

4-34 

47*48  127-32 

179-14 

MARPLE 

Nab  Top  Sanatorium. 

3  00 

36-36  27-48 

66-84 
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The  relatively  high  amount  <>t  tar  deposit  from  the  Wolverhampton 
atmosphere  is  indicative  of  domestic  smoke  as  distinct  from  industrial 
smoke  and  may  possibly  be  increased  owing  to  the  bituminous  type  of 
coal  used  in  the  locality. 

PREMISES  CONTROLLABLE  BY  BYE-LAWS. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. — Early  ill  the  year  a  number  of  Vans, 
Tents  and  Shacks  were  found  on  a  piece  of  ground  adjoining  one  of 
the  Corporation  Tips.  'Flic  occupiers  of  these  premises  were  without 
sanitary  conveniences  or  proper  water  supplies,  and  were  causing  a 
nuisance  to  householders  in  the  vicinity.  Proceedings  were  therefore 
taken  under  section  56  of  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Act,  1(.)28, 
against  the  owners  of  the  land  and  against  24  of  the  van  dwellers. 
After  two  adjournments  the  owners  were  fined  a  nominal  penalty  on 
giving  an  undertaking  to  clear  these  persons  off  their  land.  The  cases 
against  three  of  the  occupiers  were  dismissed  and  the  remainder  were 
withdrawn. 

The  new  powers  referred  to  above  would  appear  to  have  considerable 
value  in  preventing  the  presence  of  caravan  dwellers  in  undesirable 
localities. 

Common  Lodging*  Houses. — The  inspection  of  these  premises 
is  undertaken  by  the  Police,  but  the  Health  Department  supervises  the 
sanitary  arrangements. 

All  the  seven  Common  Lodging  Houses  are  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  condition 

Houses  Let-in-Lodging*s. — The  existing  powers  of  supervision 
over  premises  in  this  category  are  inadequate  to  enforce  modern 
requirements.  Further  Bye-Laws  are  now  in  process  of  preparation. 

Offensive  Trades. — The  revised  list  of  Offensive  Trades  is  as 


follows  : — 

Bone  Boilers  ...  ...  1 

Cut  Scrapers  ...  ...  2 

Hide  and  Skin  Dealers  ...  2 

Bag  and  Bone  Dealers  ...  3 

Tripe  Boilers  ...  ...  11 

Fish  Friers  ...  ...  96 

Fat  Melters  ...  ...  3 


Since  the  passing  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  any  sanction 
granted  for  the  establishment  anew  of  an  offensive  Trade  has  been  for 
a  period  of  12  months  only,  renewal  for  like  periods. 

During  the  year  two  prosecutions  were  instituted  for  unlawfully 
establishing  the  offensive  trade  of  Fish  Frying  and  fines  were  inflicted 
in  both  instances.  The  defendants  in  these  cases  were  frying  chip 
potatoes  and  then  heating  up  portions  of  cooked  fish  in  the  oil  in  which 
the  potatoes  had  been  fried.  No  sanction  is  required  for  the  business 
of  Potato  Frying,  but  it  was  held  that  the  process  of  heating  up  fish 
constituted  Fish  Frjdng. 

One  prosecution  was  taken  during  the  year  under  Section  73  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1928,  against  a  rag  and  bone  dealer  who  was 
distributing  toys  from  his  barrow.  The  defendant  was  fined  10/-. 

Keeping"  of  Animals. — Local  Bye-Laws  on  this  subject  prohibit 
the  keeping  of  animals  within  30  ft.  of  a  dwelling  house,  unless  they 
are  maintained  in  a  clean,  wholesome  condition.  They  also  prohibit 
absolutely  the  keeping  of  pigs  within  100  ft.  of  a  dwelling.  Dining 
1929,  Police  Court  proceedings  were  taken  against  one  person  for 
keeping  pigs  within  the  prescribed  distance. 

Schools. — One  old  non-provided  school  was  closed  down  last  year. 
A  new  school  has  been  planned  to  serve  the  large  Housing  Estate  at 
Low  Hill.  This  will  consist  of  three  blocks,  all  constructed  on  open 
air  lines.  One  of  these  blocks  is  already  completed. 

There  are  still  certain  non  provided  Schools  whose  sanitary  arrange¬ 
ments  require  to  be  modernised,  but  improvements  are  gradually 
taking  place. 

It  was  only  necessary  to  close  one  department  last  year  on  account 
of  the  prevalence  of  communicable  disease ;  Bingley  Street  Infants 
being  closed  in  March  for  one  week  during  the  height  of  the  Influenza 
Epidemic. 

During  1929  the  Health  Department  issued  Exclusion  Notices  in 
respect  of  889  scholars  owing  to  the  presence  of  Infectious  Disease  in 
the  homes. 
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Rag*  Flock  Act, — No  Rag  Flock  is  manufactured  in  Wolver¬ 
hampton.  Thirty-three  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  premises 
within  the  Borough  at  which  Rag  Flock  is  used,  and  ten  samples  were 
taken  for  analysis. 

In  one  case  the  amount  of  Chlorine  in  the  sample  greatly  exceeded 
the  amount  permitted,  and  the  case  was  therefore  taken  up  with  the 
manufacturers.  It  was  subsequently  found  that  the  high  Chlorine 
figure  was  accounted  for  by  a  break  down  in  the  washing  machinery. 

Health  Propaganda. — The  following  items  require  special 
mention  this  year: — 

(1)  Health  and  Baby  Week  Exhibition.— This  Exhibition 
was  held  in  the  Baths  Assembly  Hall,  and  was  opened  by  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Viscountess  Ednam  on  October  22nd. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Section  of  the  Exhibition  included  stalls 
illustrating  Ante -Natal  Care,  The  Baby,  The  Toddler,  and  Suitable 
Foods.  There  was  also  a  display  of  the  entries  for  competitions  for 
parents  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Welfare  Centres. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  provided  full  size  models  of  Clean  and 
Dirty  Houses,  Clean  and  Dirty  Milkshops,  and  Back-to-back  Houses, 
and  boys  of  the  Dunkley  Street  Handicraft  Centre  contributed  a 
scale  model  of  a  Slum  Area, 

The  other  stalls  were  taken  by  Commercial  Exhibitors  and 
Associations  connected  with  Public  Health  Work. 

The  Daily  Programme  included  Cookery  Demonstrations, 
Addresses  on  Hygiene  and  Infant  Welfare,  and  Displays  by  children 
of  certain  of  the  Elementary  Schools.  Each  afternoon  special  demon¬ 
strations  were  arranged  for  parties  of  the  older  scholars.  During  the 
week  short  Health  Films  were  shown  at  the  various  Picture  Houses  in 
the  Town.  Many  thousands  of  persons  visited  this  Exhibition,  which 
was  considered  on  all  sides  to  have  been  a  most  successful  one. 

(2)  “Better  Health.” — Commencing  in  October,  5,000  copies  of 
tin’s  magazine  were  distributed  each  month  through  the  medium  of  the 
Schools  and  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres, 
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A  local  supplement  of  8  pages  and  cover  was  added  giving  district 
news,  special  articles,  etc.,  and  containing  also  local  advertisements. 

(3)  Fathers*  Evening’S  at  Ward  Street  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
maintained  their  popularity,  and  the  monthly  meetings  throughout  the 
winter  were  well  attended. 

The  addresses  given  included  Smoke  Abatement,  Diseases  of  the 
Eye,  Clean  Milk,  etc. 

(4)  With  the  co-operation  of  the  National  Association  for  the 
Prevention  of  Tuberculosis,  a  short  Propaganda  Campaign  vras  held  on 
February  18th,  19th  and  20th.  One  of  the  Association’s  lecturers 
Dr.  Holroyd,  gave  a  series  of  morning  addresses  to  elementary  school 
children  in  certain  of  the  local  Cinemas,  and  illustrated  his  remarks  by 
short  films.  In  the  evenings  film  displays  and  lectures  were  held  in 
different  parts  of  the  town,  and  audiences  were  mainly  recruited  from 
Voluntary  Associations  interested  in  health  matters.  The  attendances 
would  have  been  greater  if  the  weather  had  been  less  seveie  at  the  time. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(/?)  Milk. — The  number  of  licenses  issued  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  Order,  1923,  are  as  follows: — 

GRADE  “A'’  MILK. 

Bottlers  Retailers 

17  27 

GRADE  “A"  (T.T.)  MILK. 

Bottlers  Retailers 

2  2 

PASTEURISED  MILK. 

Bottlers  Retailers 

1  5 

The  demand  for  Grade  “A”  Milk  has  increased  during  the  year. 

Routine  bacteriological  examinations  of  Graded  and  other  Milks 
are  carried  out,  and  the  results  will  be  found  in  Table  XXIX. 

Forty  samples  of  Grade  “A”  Milk  were  tested,  and  only  two  of 
them  gave  a  total  count  exceeding  100,000  organisms  per  cubic  centi¬ 
metre.  In  nine  of  these  samples,  B.  Coli  was  present  in  1  100th  of  a 
c.c.  The  mean  bacteriological  count  of  these  Grade  “A'  Milks  was 
15,000  organisms  per  c.c. 
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All  the  Grade  “A”  (Tuberculin  Tested)  Milks  gave  very  satisfactory 
results  on  examination.  The  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  paid  2,042 
visits  of  inspection  to  the  various  Milkshops  in  the  town,  and  110  visits 
to  the  Dairy  Farms.  These  latter  are  also  inspected  at  quarterly 
intervals  by  the  Corporation  Veterinary  Officer. 

Warning  notices  were  sent  to  two  farmers  for  non-compliance  with 
certain  of  the  requirements  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order. 

(£)  Meat  and  Other  Foods, — All  the  private  slaughterhouses 
in  the  Borough  are  licensed  premises,  the  licenses  being  granted  for 
limited  periods  only. 

After  the  Borough  had  been  extended  it  was  contended  that 
certain  of  the  slaughterhouses  in  the  added  areas  were  registered 
premises  and  not  subject  to  the  Local  Act  of  1869,  which  prohibits  the 
slaughter  of  animals  except  in  slaughterhouses  provided  or  licensed  by 
the  Corporation.  Legal  action  was  taken  against  certain  butchers  in 
these  added  areas  who  had  failed  to  secure  licenses.  The  Court  found 
in  favour  of  the  Corporation,  but  the  defendants  lodged  an  appeal  and 
this  had  not  been  heard  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  are  at  present  18  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough. 
A  summary  of  the  unsound  meat  dealt  with  at  the  Abattoir  or  elsewhere 
is  given  on  Page  68. 

Legal  powers  are  needed  to  prevent  the  contamination  of  food 
stuff  not  subject  to  further  cooking  before  being  consumed.  Loaves  of 
bread  are  left  on  door  steps  and  window  ledges,  fruit  and  vegetables  are 
placed  outside  shops  almost  on  a  level  with  the  pavement  ;  sweets, 
pastries  and  cakes  are  handled  repeatedly  both  by  retailers  and 
customers  and  in  many  cases  no  effort  is  made  to  protect  cakes,  sweets 
and  cooked  meats  from  flies  and  other  sources  of  contamination. 

The  Corporation  possess  certain  powers  to  regulate  the  manufacture 
of  Ice  Cream,  but  these  deal  chiefly  with  the  prevention  of  infection, 
and  are  of  limited  value  for  enforcing  reasonable  standards  in  the 
preparation  and  sale  of  this  commodity. 

Bakehouses. — There  were  677  visits  paid  by  the  District 
Sanitary  Inspectors  to  Bakehouses.  In  addition  to  routine  matters 
requiring  attention,  such  as  lime  washing,  exception  was  taken  to  the 


structural  conditions  of  two  Bakehouses,  and  the  necessary  improve¬ 
ments  were  carried  out  by  the  owners. 

Adulteration. — Tables  XXXI  and  XXXII. — The  total  samples 
taken  for  analysis  during  the  year  were  319,  and  of  these  29  (8*2°  ) 
were  reported  as  non-genuine.  This  percentage  is  not  really  so  high 
as  would  at  first  appear,  because  14  of  the  29  samples  were  official  repeat 
samples,  taken  in  consequence  of  an  adverse  report  on  a  previous  non- 
genuine  informal  sample. 

A  prohibited  preservative  was  discovered  in  two  cases.  The  first 
was  a  non-offieal  sample  of  Margarine,  but  in  this  case  a  further  formal 
sample  was  reported  as  genuine.  A  sample  of  caviare  contained  85 
grains  of  boric  acid  per  lb.  It  was  ascertained  that  the  vendor  had 
had  this  delicacy  in  stock  for  a  long  time.  On  his  undertaking  to 
surrender  the  remainder  of  this  stock  no  further  action  was  taken. 
Two  samples  of  sausage  contained  sulphur  dioxide  within  the  prescribed 
limit,  but  in  both  cases  the  vendor  had  failed  to  declare  its  presence. 
One  sample  of  Pearl  Barley  contained  3%  of  maize  flour,  and  the 
wholesale  dealers  were  communicated  with. 


A  sample  was  submitted  for  analysis  of  some  Nerve  and  Digestive 
Tablets,  which  were  stated  on  the  label  to  contain  Potassium  Iodide, 
Phenolfhalein,  Calcium  Carbonate,  Calcium  Sulphate  (in  unspecified 
amounts).  Although  the  Public  Analyst  could  find  no  trace  of 
Potassium  Iodide  or  the  other  drugs  mentioned  it  was  considered  that 
this  was  not  a  case  for  legal  proceedings. 

Out  of  the  141  milk  samples  there  were  9  which  were  adulterated. 
In  every  case  the  deficiency  was  of  milk  fat,  and  there  was  no  sample 
reported  as  containing  added  water.  Six  samples  of  milk  were  specially 
examined  for  the  presence  of  dirt.  In  five  of  these  cases  the  amount  of 
moist  sediment  was  less  than  one  part  per  100,000.  In  the  other  case 
this  figure  was  given  as  two  parts  per  100,000.  Five  samples  of  Con¬ 
densed  Milk  were  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk) 
Regulations,  and  all  were  reported  genuine. 


All  chemical  examinations  of  Food  Stuffs  are  undertaken  by  the 
Public  Analyst  for  the  Borough.  Any  bacteriological  work  in  connection 
with  foods  is  carried  out  at  the  bacteriological  laboratories  of  the  Royal 
Hospital. 


HOUSING. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a  general  survey  was  made  in  order 
to  determine  the  number  of  individual  houses  which  should  be  scheduled 
as  unfit  for  human  habitation.  In  making  this  survey  only  those  houses 
were  included  which  would  have  been  listed  for  immediate  closure  and 
demolition  orders  if  there  had  been  adequate  alternative  accommodation 
available  for  the  displaced  tenants. 

These  houses  may  be  looked  upon  as  Wolverhampton’s  worst- 
houses,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  this  is  an  exhaustive  list,  for  there 
will  certainly  be  other  houses  which  will  have  fallen  into  disrepair  by 
the  time  this  first  batch  have  been  dealt  with. 

The  original  list  of  these  unfit  houses  comprised  1,266  dwellings. 
In  order  to  pick  out  the  very  worst  houses  this  list  was  submitted  to 
the  most  drastic  revision,  and  eventually  there  were  160  houses  which 
it  was  decided  to  attempt  to  deal  with  as  a  first  instalment.  Special 
inquiries  were  then  made  from  the  tenants  of  every  one  of  these  houses 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  size  of  the  family,  the  weekly  income  of  the 
family,  their  suitability  for  the  tenancy  of  a  Corporation  house,  and 
their  willingness  to  accept  a  Corporation  house  if  one  was  offered. 

It  was  found  that  42  of  those  160  families  were  suitable  for  three 
bedroomed  houses,  and  were  willing  to  pay  the  increased  rental,  and 
that  a  further  18  could  be  put  on  the  list  for  two  bedroomed  houses. 
After  this  a  conference  was  held  between  the  Health  and  the  Housing 
Committee  to  determine  what  steps  could  be  taken  to  expedite  the 
closure  of  these  unfit  houses.  It  was  eventually  arranged  that  the 
Housing  Department  should  endeavour  to  give  priority  to  these  60 
families  in  their  allocation  of  Corporation  houses,  and  that  the  Health 
Department  should  be  informed  whenever  a  house  had  been  allocated 
under  this  scheme,  in  order  that  a  Closing  Order  could  be  put  in  force 
before  the  unfit  dwelling  was  again  re-let.  This  arrangement  could 
only  be  expected  to  deal  with  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  unfit 
houses.  (Only  60  families  out  of  the  160  investigated  in  connection 
with  this  scheme  are  suitable  for  transfer).  The  majority  of  the  unfit 
houses  are  occupied  by  families  whose  financial  circumstances  compel 
them  to  live  in  them,  and  who  cannot  afford  to  pay  any  higher  rents. 
Unless  some  further  system  of  subsidy  is  put  into  force  it  will  be 


impossible  to  proceed  at  all  rapidly  with  the  closure  and  demolition  of 
small  groups  of  dwelling  houses  in  Courts  and  back  Streets  and  else¬ 
where,  which  are  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Owing  to  the  arrears  of  Housing  in  the  period  immediately 
following  the  War,  it  was  necessary  to  turn  a  blind  eye  to  a  large 
number  of  the  cases  of  overcrowding  which  were  discovered.  At  the 
present  time  the  standards  to  which  the  Health  Department  works  in 
considering  the  number  of  persons  per  bedroom  is  not  by  any  means  a 
strict  one.  In  spite  of  this  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  each  year  since  1924.  Last 
year  serious  overcrowding  was  reported  in  211  instances,  but  in  only 
67  cases  was  it  possible  to  obtain  abatement  of  it.  In  31  instances  it 
became  necessary  to  take  out  a  summons,  because  it  was  felt  that  the 
conditions  obtaining  in  the  houses  were  so  serious  that  the  Health 
Department  could  not  accept  responsibility  for  the  continuation  of 
them,  until  they  had  used  every  endeavour  to  obtain  some  improvement. 
In  several  instances  it  was  realised  that  the  families  responsible  for 
the  overcrowding  had  used  their  best  endeavours  to  obtain  other 
accommodation,  and  it  was  therefore  in  no  harsh  spirit  that  prosecution 
was  eventually  undertaken,  but  solely  in  the  hope  that  the  aid  of  the 
Magistrates  might  be  invoked  to  assist  the  defendants  in  hearing  of 
other  accommodation. 

A  tabular  summary  of  Housing  Conditions  is  given  on  Page  64. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Midwives. — Table  XXXIV. — The  number  of  Midwives  practising 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year  was  61.  Twenty-four  of  these  were 
trained  Mid  wives  employed  in  Institutions,  33  were  trained  Midwives 
working  independently,  and  4  were  untrained  women.  There  has  been 
a  very  rapid  reduction  in  the  number  of  untrained  or  bona-fide  Mid¬ 
wives  during  the  past  ten  years.  In  1921  the  percentage  of  the  latter 
to  the  total  number  of  women  practising  was  42%  and  now  it  is  only  7%. 

One  Midwife  was  reported  to  the  Local  Supervising  Authority 
during  the  year  for  a  breach  of  the  liules,  but  no  further  steps  were 
taken  in  this  case  as  it  was  shown  that  she  had  acted  under  a 
misapprehension. 
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It  was  reported  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
that  certain  Midwives  in  the  Borough  were  reluctant  to  send  their 
patients  to  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  because  it  sometimes  happened  that 
the  Medical  Officer  at  the  Clinic  discovered  an  abnormality  which  made 
Institutional  treatment  advisable,  and  the  Midwife  then  lost  her 
patient  and  her  fee.  A  scheme  has  therefore  been  prepared  for  paying 
compensation  to  Mid  wives  who  lose  their  fees  in  this  way.  Included  in 
the  scheme  is  a  separate  arrangement  for  part  compensation  where  a 
woman  is  sent  into  Hospital  after  the  confinement  has  commenced. 
The  frequency  with  which  medical  assistance  is  sought  by  Mid  wives  is 
shown  in  the  following  'table  which  covers  a  period  of  9  years : — 


Year 

Births  attended 
by  Midwives 

Doctors 
called  in 

Percentage 

1921 

2151 

371 

17-3 

1922 

1981 

409 

20-6 

1923 

1789 

427 

23-9 

1924 

1680 

515 

36-6 

1925 

1710 

625 

26-5 

1926 

1777 

617 

34-7 

1927 

2162 

750 

34-7 

1928 

2321 

703 

30-3 

1929 

2255 

777 

34-5 

(See  also  Table  XXXV). 


Fees  refunded  to  Midwives  owing  to  the  poverty  or  necessity  of 
the  patient  amounted  to  £92  8s.  Od,  during  the  year. 

A  definite  scale  is  in  force  for  recovering  from  the  patient  the 
whole  or  part  of  the  fee  paid  to  a  medical  man  called  in  by  a  Midwife, 
for  an  emergency  under  Section  14  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1918.  The 
expenditure  under  this  heading  last  year  amounted  to  <£239  Is.  6d.,  of 
which  sum  £55  19s.  7d.  was  recovered  from  the  patients  themselves. 


Home  Helps. — The  total  number  of  Home  Helps  supplied  last 
year  was  49,  at  a  gross  cost  to  the  Corporation  of  £74  5s.  Od.  The 
proportion  of  this  sum  which  was  recovered  from  the  families  them¬ 
selves  was  £26  5s.  Od. 

Careful  enquiries  are  made  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  women  sent 
out  as  Home  Helps,  and  it  is  believed  that  they  are  entirely  trustworthy 
and  satisfactory. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations.— 

The  total  notifications  under  this  heading  were  practically  the 
same  as  last  year,  and  comprised  32  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  12 
of  Puerperal  Fever.  Four  of  these  cases  died,  including  one  case  which 
had  not  previously  been  notified.  In  30  of  these  44  cases  the  confine¬ 
ment  had  taken  place  at  the  patient’s  home,  the  remainder  being 
institutional  cases.  Twenty  of  the  notified  cases  were  removed  to 
Hospital  for  treatment,  the  majority  going  to  the  new  septic  block  at 
the  Women’s  Hospital. 

The  services  of  a  Consulting  Obstetrician  were  requisitioned  in  8 
cases,  3  bacteriological  examinations  were  made,  and  1  Vaccine  was 
prepared. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  his  Deputy  investigated  all  cases 
of  Puerperal  Sepsis,  in  addition  to  which  special  reports  were  furnished 
by  the  Inspector  of  Midwives  with  regard  to  Midwives  who  had  been 
in  attendance  on  these  cases.  On  investigating  the  cases  of  Puerperal 
Sepsis  reported  during  the  year  certain  interesting  information  came 
to  light.  In  25  of  the  45  no  Ante-Natal  care  or  attention  had  been 
given.  Five  of  the  patients  had  attended  an  Ante-Natal  Clinic,  and  10 
had  been  under  the  supervision  of  their  own  medical  attendant. 

In  27  of  the  cases  labour  had  been  normal,  whilst  difficult  delivery 
was  reported  in  14  cases,  and  some  tearing  was  present  in  four.  It  was 
not  possible  to  make  a  definite  diagnosis  of  the  source  of  the  Pyrexia 
in  the  entire  series,  but  the  investigations  go  to  show  that  some  degree 
of  Pelvic  infection  was  present  in  18  cases.  In  five  cases  the  temper¬ 
ature  was  attributed  to  infection  at  the  site  of  the  Perineal  tear,  whilst 
the  Pyrexia  in  14  cases  was  quite  definitely  attributed  to  conditions 
which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  confinement.  In  8  cases  no  definite 
diagnosis  could  be  arrived  at. 
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Maternity  Homes. — Table  XXXVI. — All  the  Nursing  Homes  in 
the  Borough  are  registered  for  the  reception  of  some  Maternity  Cases. 

Two  Nursing  Homes  were  added  to  the  list  of  1928.  Both  these 
were  inspected,  and  directions  given  for  entering  the  register,  keeping 
a  receipt  book,  and  a  daily  record  of  the  health  of  the  patients.  The 
articles  required  on  the  list  of  equipment  were  satisfactory. 

In  all  the  other  cases  the  records  were  properly  kept.  Only  in 
two  cases  had  it  been  necessary  to  fill  in  particulars  in  Part  II  of  the 
Register  where  details  are  required  if  children  are  sent  to  Foster 
Parents  from  the  Nursing  Home. 

In  one  Nursing  Home  it  was  discovered  that  no  one  was  left  in 
charge  of  patients  while  the  keeper  was  attending  cases  in  the  district 
at  night.  The  keeper  was  cautioned,  and  provision  was  made  to  over¬ 
come  the  difficulty. 

Maternity  Hospital. — During  the  year  the  new  Maternity 
Block  and  the  Septic  Block  at  the  Women's  Hospital  were  completed, 
thus  providing  accommodation  for  18  Maternity  cases,  6  Ante-Natal 
cases,  and  10  cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis.  The  Maternity  Block  is 
primarily  intended  for  abnormal  cases,  but  will  be  available  for  normal 
cases  also  when  there  are  vacant  beds.  The  Corporation  are  making 
an  agreement  with  the  Board  of  Management  of  the  Women’s  Hospital 
for  the  reception  of  cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis,  and  also  for  cases  requiring 
institutional  care  before  or  during  confinement,  No  specified  number 
of  beds  will  be  set  aside,  but  patients  will  be  admitted  whenever 
accommodation  is  available.  Payment  is  to  be  made  for  the  actual 
cost  per  bed  occupied. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  prejudice  against  the  Poor  Law  Hospital  will 
soon  entirely  disappear,  and  that  the  offer  of  a  Maternity  bed  at  that 
Institution  may  be  accepted  as  readily  as  one  at  the  Women’s  Hospital. 

In  view  of  the  Specialist  Staff  at  the  latter  Institution  it  will  be 
preferable  to  send  difficult  cases  there,  and  to  reserve  New  Cross  for 
women  whose  home  conditions  are  unsuitable  for  confinement. 

During  1929  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  were 
able  to  send  28  women  to  New  Cross  for  their  confinement,  as 
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Municipal  cases,  and  one  was  taken  into  1,  Bath  Road.  The  Committee 
also  accepted  responsibility  for  the  maintenance  of  two  unmarried 
mothers  at  the  Legge  Memorial  Home. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. — Table  XXXIX. — rlhere  are  now  three 
Clinics  for  expectant  mothers  held  each  week  ;  one  at  Lea  Road,  one 
at  Ward  Street,  and  one  at  Heath  Town. 

On  comparing  the  work  of  these  Clinics  in  1929  with  the  previous 
year,  it  is  found  that  the  number  of  new  cases  had  increased  from  318 
to  377,  and  that  the  total  attendances  had  increased  from  1,457  to  1,553. 

The  average  number  of  cases  at  the  Lea  Load  Clinic  (15 ’8)  is 
rather  high,  and  will  necessitate  some  further  revision  of  the  number  of 
sessions  if  it  continues  to  rise. 

During  recent  months  so  many  references  have  been  made  both  in 
the  scientific  and  popular  press,  to  the  importance  of  Ante-Natal  care 
and  supervision,  that  it  should  be  unnecessary  to  stress  these  points 
again  here. 

Although  it  is  only  a  small  proportion  of  Wolverhampton’s 
expectant  mothers  who  avail  themselves  of  the  advice  and  assistance 
given  at  the  Municipal  Ante- Natal  Clinics,  it  is  satisfactory  to  note 
that  the  number  of  new  cases  is  steadily  increasing  each  year. 

Work  of  the  Health  Visitors. — Table  XXXVII. — The  total 
live  births  in  the  year  amounted  to  2,529.  The  number  of  Infants  to 
whom  first  visits  were  paid  by  Health  Visitors  was  2,538,  This  latter 
figure  will  include  children  over  the  age  of  one  year,  who  had  moved 
into  Wolverhampton  from  outside  districts.  rl  he  actual  number  of 
home  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  (19,942)  showed  a  slight 
reduction  on  that  of  the  previous  year,  but  more  of  these  ladies’  time 
has  been  occupied  by  the  extra  Sessions  at  the  various  Clinics,  and  there 
has  therefore  been  less  opportunity  for  seeking  out  the  children  in 
their  homes.  The  bare  number  of  visits  paid  and  attendances  at  the 
various  Clinics,  are  only  a  poor  indication  of  the  work  of  the  Health 
Visitors.  Some  tribute  should  be  paid  to  the  amount  of  voluntary  duty 
they  perform  in  connection  with  treats  for  mothers  and  children, 
evening  meetings  for  parents,  as  well  as  the  organisation  of  Jumble 
Sales  and  similar  functions. 
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It  is  a  pity  that  they  have  to  be  made  the  medium  for  enquiries  in 
connection  with  the  repayment  of  Doctors  and  Mid  wives’  Fees,  the 
provision  of  Artificial  Dentures,  etc.,  and  it  would  be  much  better  if 
other  persons  could  deal  with  these  financial  questions. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres.— Table  XXXIX. — Each  year  it  is 
necessary  to  record  some  extension  of  the  number  of  weekly  Clinics 
held.  Last  year  it  was  found  that  the  attendances  at  the  Tuesday  and 
Friday  afternoon  Clinics  at  Heath  Town  were  becoming  so  heavy  that 
an  extra  Session  had  to  be  arranged  for  new  cases  on  Monday  mornings. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Moseley  Village  Centre,  each  of  the 
Clinics  is  now  open  three  times  a  week  for  Infant  Consultations,  and  all 
are  maintaining  a  good  average  attendance  of  between  40  and  50 
children.  It  is  unfortunate  that  these  Clinics  are  still  regarded  mainly 
as  places  for  babies,  and  that  the  claims  of  the  child  between  18  months 
and  5  years  for  medical  supervision  and  advice  are  frequently  over¬ 
looked.  Proper  care  of  the  toddler  will  do  much  to  banish  the 
physical  defects  of  the  school  child.  If  every  child  of  5  years  could  be 
handed  over  to  the  Education  Authority  with  good  habits  of  exercise 
and  rest,  of  eating  and  drinking,  and  sound  in  wind  and  limb,  there 
would  soon  be  little  need  for  any  medical  treatment  of  school  children. 
Proposals  are  now  being  considered  for  bringing  the  toddler  into  closer 
relation  with  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

The  high  Birth  Bate  in  the  Low  Hill  Area  indicates  the  need  for 
an  Infant  Welfare  Centre  within  easy  access  of  this  district,  but  it  is 
not  economically  sound  to  multiply  centres  to  such  an  extent  that  they 
are  only  in  use  on  one  or  two  half  days  a  week.  The  policy  of  the 
Department  is  always  to  establish  Centres  in  such  localities  that  they 
can  conveniently  serve  two  adjacent  districts.  x\t  the  present  time 
the  Low  Hill  Mothers  have  to  attend  the  Centre  in  Heath  Town  which 
is  rather  a  long  way  off.  It  is  believed  that  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic 
on  the  Southern  borders  of  the  Low  Hill  Estate  would  be  reasonably 
accessible  to  both  Heath  Town  and  Low  Hill  mothers,  and  a  site  is 
now  being  looked  for  which  would  fulfil  these  requirements.  It  has 
been  realised  for  some  time  that  the  accommodation  provided  at  the 
old  Council  Offices,  where  the  present  Heath  Town  Clinic  is  held,  is 
scarcely  adequate. 
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Supplies  of  Milk.  — Owing  to  the  increase  in  unemployment  in 
some  of  the  districts  in  the  town,  the  expenditure  on  Dried  Milk 
showed  a  steady  rise  during  the  Autumn,  and  it  became  necessary  to 
curtail  slightly  the  free  issue  of  this  article  to  certain  classes  of  young 
children.  The  net  expenditure  on  Dried  Milk  during  1921)  was 
£1,111  7s.  2d. 

When  a  family  is  compelled  to  live  on  an  income  which  only  just 
suffices,  an  extra  milk  ration  is  very  important  to  young  children.  It 
was  apparent  last  year  that  the  cause  of  the  failure  of  several  children 
to  gain  weight  after  they  attained  their  third  birthday  was  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  the  free  milk  with  which  they  had  been  supplied  up  to  this 
age  at  the  Clinic. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  coming  into  being  of  the  Public  Assistance 
Committee  may  pave  the  way  for  a  solution  of  this  difficulty. 

The  popularity  of  Id.  bottles  of  Grade  “A”  Milk  at  the  Clinics,  to 
which  I  referred  in  my  last  report,  is  well  maintained,  and  these  are 
now  sold  at  every  Centre  at  which  toddlers  are  expected. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. — Table  XIX. — 1  he  Joint  Orthopedic 
Clinic  was  first  opened  at  the  Ward  Street  Infant  Welfare  Centre  early 
in  January,  1929.  A  whole-time  Orthopedic  Nurse  is  in  attendance, 
whilst  a  consulting  Orthopedic  Surgeon  supervises  the  work  and 
examines  new  cases  once  a  fortnight. 

The  attendances  of  the  children  at  the  Clinic  are  arranged  so  as 
not  to  interfere  with  the  Infant  Welfare  Consultations  and  the  Ante- 
Natal  Clinic,  but  the  Nurse  has  one  special  room  in  which  she  can 
always  give  treatment  to  special  cases. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  young  children  requiring  in¬ 
patient  Orthopedic  treatment  to  be  admitted  to  the  Wards  of  the  Royal 
Hospital,  A  special  Sub-Committee  meets  once  a  month  to  determine 
the  amount  of  the  parents’ contributions  towards  the  provision  of  splints 
and  appliances  recommended,  and  towards  the  cost  of  hospital  treat¬ 
ment.  Parents  whose  children  are  receiving  Massage  or  Electrical 
Treatment,  or  remedial  exercises  at  the  Clinic,  are  expected  to  make 
such  contributions  as  they  can  afford.  During  the  first  year  of  the 
working  of  the  Clinic  the  number  of  new  cases  under  the  age  of  5 
years  was  135,  the  total  attendances  2,343,  and  the  number  of  splints 
and  appliances  supplied  26.  Seven  children  were  admitted  to  Hospital 
for  operative  treatment. 
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louring  the  Summer  months  many  of  the  children  attending  the 
Clinics  have  a  course  of  Sun  Baths  on  a  sand  heap  constructed  at  the 
rear  of  the  premises.  Several  parents  have  already  expressed  their 
deep  gratitude  for  the  benefit  which  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  has  conferred 
on  their  children. 

Dental  Treatment. — Table  XL  — The  arrangements  instituted 
o  years  ago  continue  unchanged.  A  weekly  Dental  Clinic  is  held  at  the 
Women’s  Hospital  to  which  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee  refer  cases.  Ordinary  stoppings  and  extractions  are  carried  out 
as  required,  and  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  needing  dentures  are 
referred  back  to  the  Committee  in  order  that  they  may  be  assessed  for 
payment. 

Artificial  teeth  are  only  supplied  when  the  parents’  share  of  the 
cost  has  been  paid. 

During  the  year  there  were  47  Sessions  held  in  the  Out-Patient 
Department  of  the  Women’s  Hospital,  at  which  342  attendances  were 
made. 

Artificial  Sunlight.  — This  is  provided  at  the  Light  Department 
of  the  Royal  Hospital,  under  an  arrangement  between  the  Corporation 
and  the  Board  of  Management.  During  the  year  62  young  children 
were  recommended  for  a  course  of  Ultra  Violet  Light  as  municipal 
patients ;  some  were  referred  from  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  and 
others  were  recommended  by  the  Consulting  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 
A  complete  course  of  light  treatment  normally  consists  of  20  exposures 
spread  over  a  period  of  6  to  7  weeks.  If  a  further  course  is  considered 
advisable  after  the  first  one  has  been  completed,  the  case  is  referred 
back  to  the  Clinic  Doctor  for  a  second  recommendation. 

The  number  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of  treatment 
amounted  to  34,  the  majority  of  whom  were  cases  of  Rickets.  Other 
diseases  included  Anaemia,  Debility,  Loss  of  Weight,  Tubercular  Cervical 
Adenitis  and  Nasal  Catarrh. 

Adoption  Orders. — The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  his 
representative  attends  the  Court  in  all  cases  where  Adoption  Orders 
are  being  considered  for  children  under  the  age  of  5  years,  and  furnishes 
particulars  of  the  home  circumstances  of  the  Foster  Parents.  Reports 
were  furnished  on  0  cases  during  the  year,  and  these  children  have 
since  been  kept  under  special  supervision  by  the  Health  Visitors. 


Meteorological  Report  for  the  Year  1929. 
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TABLE  I. 


Vital  Statistics  during  1929  and  9  Previous  Years. 
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Area  of  District  in  Acres,  7,105. 

Institutions  within  the  Borough  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  without  the  Borough  : — The  Royal  Hospital ; 
The  New  Cross  Hospital;  The  Wolverhampton  Borough  Hospital;  The  Wolverhampton  and  Midland  Counties  Eye  Infimary  ; 
The  Wolverhampton  and  District  Hospital  for  Women  ;  The  Queen  Victoria  Nursing  Institution. 
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TABLE  III. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1929  (R.G.) 


Net  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  Residents  within  the 

Borough. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

All  Ages. 

Linder  1 
year. 

1  and 
under  2. 

2  and 

under  5. 

5  and 

under  15. 

15  and 

under  25. 

25  and 

under  45. 
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(  Certified 

1742 

153 

56 

42 

30 

59 

190 

438 

378 

396 

All  causes  < 

(.Uncertified  ... 

5 

... 

... 

... 

•  •• 

... 

1 

... 

1 
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Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

Small-pox 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Measles 

7 

2 

2 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

... 

Whooping  Cough ... 
Diphtheria 

15 

2 

7 

3 

3 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

6 

1 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Influenza 

113 

3 

1 

2 

17 

36 

29 

25 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

, , , 

•  •  • 

.  . . 

•  •  • 

Men ingococcal  M en in gitis 

1 

1 

... 

,  .  # 

»  »  • 

,  ,  , 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System 

105 

1 

3 

18 

50 

29 

4 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

18 

o 

3 

5 

3 

1 

3 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

181 

. . . 

.  .  . 

1 

14 

84 

55 

27 

Rheumatic  Fever... 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

Diabetes 

11 

1 

o 

AJ 

6 

9 

AJ 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

77 

o 

AJ 

23 

23 

29 

Heart  Disease 

350 

1 

2 

6 

20 

72 

124 

125 

Arterio- Sclerosis ... 

50 

... 

... 

10 

18 

99 

AJAJ 

Bronchitis 

130 

12 

3 

2 

1 

4 

23 

34 

51 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

156 

30 

25 

11 

5 

3 

23 

28 

13 

18 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

26 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  « 

3 

1 

5 

4 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 
Duodenum  ... 

22 

4 

12 

6 

Diarrhoea,  &c. 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

25 

17 

1 

2 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

3 

6 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 
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•  •  • 

3 

3 

,  .  . 

... 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

5 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

4 

1 

... 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

34 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

... 

8 

11 

9 

3 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

4 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  •  . 

4 

.  .  . 

.  •  . 

. .  . 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Partu¬ 
rition... 

5 

2 

3 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  Premature 
Birth 

64 

63 

1 

Suicide  ... 

14 

3 

10 

1 

.  .  . 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

48 

3 

2 

4 

2  ' 

10 

3 

9 

6 

9 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

271 

16 

9 

7 

5 

11 

26 

71 

45 

81 

Causes  ill-defined  or 
unknown 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

Totals . 

1747 

153 

56 

42 

30 

59 

191 

438 

379 

399 

Vital  Statistics  in  Wards,  1929. 


TABLK  IV. 


UO 

O 

X 

OS 

X 

X 

r- 

<0 

co 

co 

l" 

Cl 

i  p 

to 

o* 

OS 

r-H 

Cl 

H 

0 

X 

X 

1- 

X 

Cl 

x 

cc 

X 

'“H 

Cl 

Cl 

Cl 

Cl 

Cl 

1—1 

0 

Cl 

Suipnpxa' 

‘sas'easip 

Cl 

X 

X 

Tt< 

X 

r-H 

1" 

os 

Cl 

0 

X 

r-H 

Cl 

Cl 

X 

Cl 

X 

Cl 

X 

Cl 

r-H 

Cl 

Cl 

r-H 

A'.IOpl!.II(ISc)|[ 

mo.ij  sqT»a(T 

X 

r- 

GO 

X 

■ 

X- 

CO 

X 

X 

10 

X 

Cl 

cc 

Cl 

X 

OS 

X 

X 

ip 

CO 

X 

CC 

r-H 

OS 

1— J 

Cl 

"““1 

o 

O 

0 

0 

rH 

0 

stiLioj  pi; 
sisojna.iaqnjL 
UIOJI  SqTBBQ 

/ 

X 

X 

X 

r-H 

•r 

- 

1- 

X 

co 

— 1 

Cl 

— H 

X 

Cl 

CO 

X 

I- 

CC 

i  - 

X 

r-H 

»c 

Cl 

'OS 

1— 

Cl 

OS 

V 

x 

o 

© 

X 

Hi 

i~ 

ip 

X 

<p 

X 

10 

i' 

Cl 

r““ 

° 

O 

0 

0 

0 

r-4 

t— • 

«lsFHMd: 

f  - 

Cl 

CO 

o 

o 

CO 

0 

CO 

X 

X 

X 

CO 

uio.ij  sq^Baci 

r-H 

r-H 

^H-ng  000 ‘ I 

jad 

CO 

CO 

X 

o 

X 

0 

IHj 

Cl 

o 

o 

© 

X 

- 

Q 

0 

• 

OS 

• 

• 

• 

y 

1  ^ 

o 

<b 

r— H 

00 

© 

Cl 

• 

X 

10 

• 

Cl 

r-H 

• 

* 

• 

X 

cb 

120  >  qi.rtf  IQ 

-ana  A  g  japan 
,H0OqiJ'8T(J 
mojjf  sq^naQ 

rH 

Cl 

Cl 

lO 

j 

Cl 

r-H 

Cl 

; 

; 

Cl 

r- 

r-H 

a^n^ 

AbqiqjoM 

x 

00 

r- 

os 

1- 

co 

Cl 

X 

r-H 

^H 

• 

Cl 

r-H 

o 

i^O 

co 

r— 

CO 

X 

X 

r-H 

X 

\ 

co 

co 

orepi] 

r—H 

j'eaA  | 

.laputi 

i> 

l— 

■© 

CO 

c  *~ : 

X 

X 

X 

Cl 

CO 

• 

CO 

X 

r-H 

r-H 

Cl 

r-H 

r-H 

. 

Cl 

10 

siQuaQ 

rH 

to 

CO 

x 

co 

X 

X 

ip 

1- 

os 

X 

X 

O 

X 

0 

lb 

CO 

I  "» 

P 

Cl 

X 

Cl 

r-H 

tH 

r-H 

X 

P 

X 

X 

qi'Baa 

r-H 

r-H 

r-H 

r— 1 

r-H 

r— H 

r-H 

s'l^a 

9 

or 

X 

o 

O 

9 

Cl 

CO 

X 

O 

C5 

iO 

Cl 

X 

cc 

1746 

WK 

a^i;p 

V 

Cl 

>p 

fA 

Cl 

— < 

X 

OS 

Cl 

1 p 

Cl 

10 

X 

vO 

Jp 

r-H 

o 

r-H 

oc 

10 

X 

bs 

Cl 

cs 

l'- 

X 

i— H 

X 

Cl 

Cl 

r— H 

r-H 

r— 1’ 

Id 

St^Jip 

X 

o 

o 

r-H 

10 

os 

10 

X 

os 

Cl 

X 

Hi 

1C 

X 

os 

O* 

10 

I- 

10 

Cl 

Cl 

Cl 

Cl 

Cl 

Cl 

r-H 

r-H 

^H 

r-H 

r-H 

X 

10 

Cl 

uoiqiqndoQ 

X 

GO 

X 

CO 

i- 

O 

10 

co 

X 

CO 

Cl 

0 

r— H 

X 

CO 

I- 

X 

X 

I" 

X 

ict 

Cl 

GO 

X 

i" 

X 

X 

CO 

Os 

X 

CP) 

Cl 

X 

0 

cc 

pa^snfpy 

lO 

co 

r- 

OS 

Cl 

r-H 

Cl 

Cl 

r-H 

X 

r-H 

0 

r-H 

os 

10 

10 

X 

X 

r-H 

?H 

£> 

r'*'} 

pH 

X 

o 

>* 

r*- 

a> 

4-3 

4-3 

ai 

iJO 

rH 

£ 

O 

H 

*3  : 

7e  2 

a) 

•8  j 

.  ,  r-H 

C3 

rH  1-7—5 

: 

r-H 

rH 

w 

.X 

S3 

P 

<H 

r-*x 

<3 

X- > 

O 

cd 

•O 

*— 1 

as 

—3 

fl  ® 
0  X 

CQ 

•  rH 

c5 

?H 

ce  .S 
x  H 

c3 

4H 

h 

rH 

fee 

H 

£ 

HH 

4-> 

4-S 

►“C 

4-> 

H3 

hJ 

4-3 

<D 

k> 

r— r  • 

s3  ^ 

r-H 

^  *H 

• 

1-1 

d 

C 

H 

O 

rH 

r-H 

rH 

0 

'rn 

0 

ji 

~J2 

cc 

CC 

;Z2 

w 

P 

O 

m 

Oh 

P 

P 

CO 

HH 

p 

46 


TABLE  Vr.  Bacteriological  Examinations. 


Positive. 

Negative. 

Borough 

Hospital 

Other 

Institutions 

Medical 

Practiti'ners 

Total 

Borough 

Hospital 

Other 

Institutions 

Medical 

Practiti'ners 

Total 

Total 

127 

10 

33 

170 

1206 

116 

281 

1603 

1773 

5 

2 

i 

23 

11 

34 

41 

5 

22 

27 

25 

204 

229 

256 

... 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

... 

4 

6| 

132 

18 

56 

206 

1230 

155 

485 

1870 

2076| 

For  Diphtheria  Bacilli. 
Swabs 

For  Hremolytic  Strepto- 
cocci. 

For  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Sputum  ... 
Others  ... 

Totals  ... 


TABLE  VI. 

Deaths  under  1  Year,  arranged  according  to  Weeks  and  Months. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

1 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  l  year 

A  n  n  (  Certified  ... 

All  Causes  (  Uncertifled 

45 

... 

6 

8 

5 

64 

35 

17 

... 

20 

18 

154 

,  Small  Pox 

Chicken-Pox  ... 

... 

1  Measles 

... 

1 

1 

2 

|  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

... 

Whooping  Cough 

i 

1 

2 

l  Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 

. . . 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

Influenza 

i 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

C  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

... 

i 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

j  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

(  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

1 

Meningitis  (not  tuberculous) 

i 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

1 

Convulsions 

4 

4 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

4 

Laryngitis 

•  •  • 

.  .  * 

... 

... 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

5 

... 

3 

4 

13 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

1 

1 

7 

5 

10 

10 

33 

(Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

(Enteritis 

1 

2 

3 

5 

4 

3 

1 

16 

Gastritis 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

Syphilis 

•  •  • 

2 

,  ,  , 

•  •  • 

2 

Bickets 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Suffocation  (overlying) 

i 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

Injury  at  birth 

3 

1 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

Atelectasis 

•  •  • 

•  ■  • 

, , , 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

I  Congenital  Malformations 

10 

1 

l 

12 

5 

2 

... 

19 

<  Premature  Birth 

21 

3 

l 

1 

26 

6 

32 

(  Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

3 

.  •  • 

2 

•  •  * 

5 

* 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

7 

Other  Causes  ... 

2 

... 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

2 

9 

Totals  ... 

45 

6 

8 

5 

64 

35 

17 

20 

18 

154 

year 
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TABLE  VU. 


Cancer  Deaths,  1929. 


Age 

Groups 

25- 

-45 

45- 

—65 

65  and 
upwards 

Total  Deaths 

Male 

Fe¬ 

male 

Male 

■  Fe- 
l  male 

Male 

Fe¬ 

male 

Male 

|  Fe- 
'  male 

Cancer  of  the  Buccal 
Cavity  . 

1 

3 

6 

1 

9 

2 

Cancer  of  the  Pharynx, 
Oesophagus, Stomach 
Liver  and  Annexa  . . . 

2 

17 

7 

19 

12 

36 

21 

Cancer  of  the  Periton¬ 
eum.  Intestines  and 
Bectum 

1 

2 

11 

5 

5 

6 

17 

13 

Cancer  of  the  Female 
Genital  Organs 

... 

3 

12 

•  •  • 

9 

... 

24 

Cancer  of  the  Breast 

. .  . 

2 

... 

16 

1 

8 

1 

26 

Cancer  of  the  Skin  ... 

1 

... 

. . . 

... 

2 

... 

3 

... 

Cancer  of  other  or 
unspecified  organs  ... 

1 

3 

6 

4 

9 

3 

16 

10 

Totals 

.3 

13 

1 

37 

44 

42 

39 

82 

I 

96 

10 

81 

81 

178 
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TABLE  VIII.  Zymotic  Diseases,  1929. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Notified. 

Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Deaths  in 
Hospital. 

Deaths  at 
home  of  eases 
previously 
notified 

Small  Pox 

•  •  • 

Diphtheria 

oo 

* 

71 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

253 

234 

... 

Enteric  Fever 

5 

3 

... 

Puerperal  Fever 

12 

11 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

32 

23 

•  •  • 

Erysipelas 

50 

15 

2 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

104 

2 

•  •  • 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

•  .  • 

.  .  • 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

Dysentery 

3 

3 

.  •  • 

Primary  Pneumonia 

189 

84 

9 

17 

Influenzal  Pneumonia  ... 

56 

33 

8 

6 

Others 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.. . 

... 

*  4  of  these  proved  not  to  be  Diphtheria. 


TABLE  IX.  Disinfection. 

.Number  of  rooms  disinfected  with  Formalin  ...  ...  484 

Number  of  rooms  sprayed  ...  ...  ...  123 

4  Shelters.  1  Taxi. 

Articles  disinfected  by  steam  : — 

Blankets  -  1463.  Sheets  -  332.  Quilts  -  -  -  -  253 

Pillow  Cases  313.  Rugs  -  -  17.  Dresses  and  Suits  363 

Pillows-  -  475.  Mattresses  395.  Miscellaneous-  -  3795 

Total  -  7,406. 

Library  books  fumigated  ...  •  • ,  ...  81 
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ases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  each  Ward,  Year  1929. 
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TABLE  XII L  Diphtheria. 


Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  per 

1,000  population 

Wolverhampton 

England  &  Wales 

1920 

49 

3 

0*03 

0  15 

1921 

43 

3 

0*03 

0T2 

1922 

29 

2 

0*02 

Oil 

1923 

55 

2 

0*02 

0-07 

1924 

58 

5 

0*05 

0-06 

1925 

48 

7 

0*06 

0-07 

1926 

42 

9 

0*02 

0  07 

1927 

42 

5 

0*04 

007 

1928 

60 

6 

0*04 

0-06 

1929 

78 

6 

0*04 

008 

TABLE  XIV.  Whooping  Cough. 


Y  ear. 

Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population. 

• 

Wolverhampton. 

England  and  Wales. 

1920 

21 

0*21 

0T1 

1921 

7 

0*07 

0T2 

1922 

22 

0*21 

0-16 

1923 

8 

0*08 

0T0 

1924 

11 

0T0 

0T0 

1925 

16 

0T5 

015 

1926 

6 

0*05 

0T0 

1927 

57 

0-44 

0*09 

1928 

2 

0*01 

0-07 

1929 

15 

0T1 

0*26 
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TABLE  XV 

Borough  Infectious  Hospital. 


Scarlet  Dipli-  Other 
Fever,  theria.  Diseases.  Total. 


Cases  in  Hospital  on  December  29th,  1928 

17 

7 

— 

21 

Total  cases  admitted  during  year 

302 

125 

15 

442 

Cases  admitted  from  outside  districts 

70 

58 

2 

130 

Cases  wrongly  diagnosed 

ft 

4 

— 

9 

Mild  and  uncomplicated  cases  ... 

212 

64 

7 

283 

Severe  and  septic  cases 

85 

57 

8 

150 

Complications : — 

Adenitis 

...  .  .  .  .  ■• 

6 

— 

— 

6 

Otitis  Media 

...  ... 

11 

2 

— 

13 

Nephritis 

...  ...  ... 

20 

25 

— 

45 

Rhinitis 

...  ...  ... 

28 

4 

— 

32 

Scarlatinal  Rheumatism ... 

Intercurrent  diseases 

1 

— 

— 

] 

( e.g .  Bronchitis)  etc. 

16 

7 

— 

23 

Cardiac 

1 

— 

1 

Laryngeal 

... 

— 

14 

— 

14 

Haemorrhagic 

<  •  -  •  •  •  • 

— 

4 

4 

Miscellaneous 

Number  of  Operations  performed  :  — 

3 

M 

8 

11 

Minor  Operations 

4 

— 

1 

5 

Mastoid 

3 

1 

— 

4 

Major  „  - 

Tracheotomy  ... 

— 

7 

— 

7 

Tonsils  A  Adenoids  4 

3 

— 

7 

Number  of  Deaths 

. .  ...  ... 

- — 

9 

1 

IQ 

Total  cases  discharged  during  the  year 

296 

104 

12 

412 

Average  duration  of 

treatment  ... 

. . . 

.  r. 

•  30  days- 

Average  number  of  beds  occupied 

. . . 

35-6 

Cases  in  Hospital,  December  28th,  1929 

2.3 

19 

o 

44 

The  above  figures  refer  to  all  cases  admitted  to  the  Borough 
Hospital  and  not  solely  to  Wolverhampton  ones. 
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TABLE  XVI. 
Tuberculosis,  Year  1929. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Male. 

Fe¬ 

male. 

Male. 

Fe¬ 

male. 

Male. 

Fe¬ 

male. 

Male. 

Fe¬ 

male. 

0—1 

1 

2 

1—5 

2 

2 

7 

9 

jJ 

1 

... 

6 

2 

5—10 

1 

2 

3 

6 

1 

2 

1 

2 

10—15 

3 

2 

3 

2 

. . . 

... 

... 

15—20 

14 

12 

1 

. . . 

4 

4 

1 

20—25 

6 

14 

. . . 

5 

5 

. . . 

. . . 

25—35 

16 

13 

3 

2 

13 

14 

... 

2 

35—45 

17 

8 

16 

8 

. . . 

45—55 

16 

9 

1 

14 

8 

. . . 

55—65 

6 

6 

5 

2 

65  &  upwards 

•  •  • 

.. . 

1 

2 

0 

jU 

... 

Totals  ... 

81 

68 

18 

13 

61 

45 

9 

8 

Tuberculosis,  1929. 

Interval  elapsing  between  date  of  notification  and  date  of  death. 
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TABLE  XVII. 
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TABLE  XVIII.  Tuberculosis,  1929. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Cases  notified 

149 

31 

180 

Cases  re-notified 

1  1 

11 

Changes  of  Address 

77 

1 

78 

Cases  admitted  to  Institutions  : 

Sanatoria... 

83 

. . . 

83 

Kinver  Hospital 

18 

... 

18 

Poor  Law  Infirmary 

11 

11 

Other  Institutions  ... 

• 

2 

2 

Cases  discharged  from 
Institutions  : 

Sanatoria... 

70 

1 

71 

Kinver  Hospital 

20 

20 

Poor  Law  Infirmary 

24 

4 

28 

Other  Institutions  ... 

4 

4 

First  visits  to  homes  by 

Inspectors 

149 

31 

180 

Number  of  Deaths  ... 

106 

17 

123 

New  Cases  attending  T.B 
Dispensary  and  recommended 

for  : 

US 

10 

128 

Dispensary  Treatment  ... 

11 

3 

14 

Domiciliary  Treatment  ... 

17 

•  •  <■ 

\ 

17 

Hospital  Treatment 

6 

5 

11 

Sanatorium  Treatment  ... 

84 

2 

86 

Cases  transferred  to  other 

districts 

13 

13 

Cases  removed  from  register 

“Cured,5' etc. 

17 

112 

199 

TABLE  XIX.  Orthopedic  Clinic. 


New  Cases 

Attendances. 

Splints,  etc.,  supplied. 

135 

2343 

26 

57 

TABLE  XX. 


Return  relating  to  all  persons  who  were  treated  at  the  Venereal  Diseases 
Treatment  Centre  at  the  Royal  Hospital,  AVolverhampton  during  the  year  ended 
the  31st  December,  1 1)29. 


Syphilis. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Conditions 
Gonorrhoea  other  than 
|  Venereal. 

Total. 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

1.  Number  of  cases  which  : — 

(a)  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  under  report 

were  under  treatment  or  observation  for 

( b )  had  been  marked  off  in  a  previous  year 

as  having  ceased  to  attend  or  as  trans¬ 
ferred  to  other  Centres,  and  which  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Treatment  Centre  during 
the  year  under  report  suffering  from 
the  same  infection 

108 

6 

107 

61 

1 

44 

4 

169 

7 

151 

4 

Total — Items  1  (a)  and  1  (b) 

114 

107 

... 

... 

62 

48 

... 

176 

155 

2  (a)  Number  of  cases  dealt  with 
at  the  Treatment  Centre 
during  the  year  for  the' 
first  time  with  infections  of 

1  less  than  one 
year's  standing 

2  more  than  one 
year’s  standing 

30 

38 

22 

51 

... 

... 

194 

3 

1 

162 

73 

386 

41 

172 

55 

Total — Items  1  (a)  1  [b)  and  2  (a)... 

182  180 

... 

259 

129 

162 

73 

603 

382 

2  (b)  Number  of  cases  included  in  Item  2  (a) 
known  to  have  received  previous  treat¬ 
ment  at  other  Centres  for  the  same 
infection 

5 

1 

•  •  • 

18 

3 

23 

4 

3.  Number  of  cases  which  ceased  to  attend 

(а)  before  completing  the  first  course 
of  treatment  for... 

(б)  after  one  or  more  courses  but 
before  completion  of  treatment  for  ... 

(e)  after  completion  of  treatment,  but 
before  final  tests  as  to  cure  of 

4.  Number  of  cases  transferred  to  other  Treat¬ 

ment  Centres  after  treatment  for 

5.  Number  of  cases  discharged  after  comple¬ 

tion  of  treatment  and  observation  for 

6.  Number  of  cases  which,  at  the  end  of  the 

year  under  report,  were  under  treatment  or 
observation  for  ... 

3 

2 

1 

34 

03 

79 

3 

8 

14 

58 

97 

j 

15 

11 

27 

141 

6o 

3 

,2 

63 

49 

161 

1 

... 

73 

18 

2 

12 

61 

365 

145 

6 

10 

2( 

194 

146 

Total— Items  3,  4,  5,  and  6  ... 

... 

182j  180 

1 

... 

... 

259 

129 

162 

73 

603 

382 

7  Out-patient  attendances  : — 

(a)  For  individual  attention  by  the 

Medical  Officer  ... 

(b)  For  intermediate  treatment,  e.g., 

irrigation,  dressings,  etc. 

Total  attendances 

l 

8  Aggregate  number  of  “In-patient  days”  of 

treatment  given  to  persons  who  were  suffer¬ 
ing  from  ... 

2044 

27 

2137 

12 

... 

... 

2144 

5800 

859 

4301 

326 

193 

4514 

5827 

3189 

43 1 3 

2071 

2149 

7944 

5160 

326 

193  10341 

7502 

79 

70 

... 

... 

187 

... 

...  j 

79 

257 

TABLE  XX. — Continued. 


Examination  of  Pathological  Material. 


(а)  Specimens  which  were  examined 
at,  and  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  the  Treatment  Centre. 

(б)  Specimens  from  persons  attend¬ 
ing  at  the  Treatment  Centre 
which  were  sent  for  examin 
tion  to  an  approved  laboratoa' 

y 

For  detection  of 

For 

Wassermann 

Reaction. 

Spirochetes. 

Gonococci. 

Other 

Organisms. 

3 

994 

(including 

cultures) 

C.F.T.  for  G.C. 
47 

1057 

Statement  showing  the  services  rendered  at  the  Treatment  Centre  during  the  year, 
classified  according  to  the  areas  in  which  the  patients  resided. 


Wolverhampton,  j 

Staffs. 

1 

Salop. 

Walsall. 

j  Dudley. 

5 

Tb 

• 

5h 

•  rH 

Other 

1  Authorities. 

Total. 

A.  Number  of  persons  from  each  area  dealt  with 
during  the  year  for  the  -first  time  and  found 
to  be  suffering  from  : — 

Syphilis 

63 

56 

15 

2 

141 

Soft  Chancre  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Gonorrhoea 

QC 

r-H 

Ill 

23 

7 

2 

3 

4 

278 

Conditions  other  than  venereal  . 

116 

92 

15 

5 

... 

3 

4 

235 

Total  . 

307 

259 

53 

17 

2 

6 

10 

1 - 

654 

B.  Total  number  of  attendances  of  all  patients 
residing  in  each  area  ... 

8508 

6244 

1332 

415 

535 

84 

725 

17,843 

C.  Aggregate  number  of  “In-patient  days'  of 
all  patients  residing  in  each  area 

151 

170 

15 

... 

336 

D.  Number  of  doses  /  1.  Out-patient  Clinic 

575 

609 

87 

31 

1 

3 

25 

1331 

of  Arsenobenzol  ) 

Compounds  given  f 

in  the  : —  ’  2.  In  -  patient  Dept. 

0 

4 

(in 

addi 

1 1  ioi 

1 

to 

333 

6 

to  patients  residing  in  each  area. 

injections  of  bismuth) 

(  Signed ), 


GEORGE  MITCHELL,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  the  Treatment  C  cut  re. 


fan  nary  28th,  /Qjo. 


TABLE  XXL 

CANAL  BOATS  ACTS,  1877-1884. 


Number  of  boats  registered  during  1920  ...  ...  7 

o  o 

,,  „  inspected  „  „  ...  ...  239 

„  infringements  discovered  ...  ...  ...  25 

„  notices  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

,,  „  outstanding  at  end  of  year  ...  1 

,,  cabins  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


WORKSHOPS. 

TABLE  XXII.  A— INSPECTIONS. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions 

(1) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories  (includg.  Factory  Laundries) 

4940 

Workshops  (  ,,  Workshop  ,,  ) 

Workplaces 

05 

Nil 

) 

Total 

4946 

65 

Nil 

B.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  defects. 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Kemed- 

ied. 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M 

I  ns}  ector 
ofFactTies 

(4) 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

65 

200 

Want  of  ventilation 

... 

... 

Overcrowding  .. 

... 

... 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

... 

Other  Nuisances 

132 

244 

Sanitary 

''insufficient 
unsuitable,  or  de- 

1  61 

2 

59 

Accommodation  • 

fective 

not  separate  for 
sexes 

1 

Total 

200 

504 

... 

*  Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  is  in  force, 
and  the  standard  aimed  at  is  that  of  the  Order  of  February,  1903. 


60 


TABLE  XXII.— Continued.  C.— HOME  WORK. 


*  NATL RE  OF 

WORK. 

(1) 

Outworkers’  Lists,  Sec.  107. 

Received  from  Employers. 

Twice  in  the  year. 

Once  in  the  year. 

V 

CE 

r/I 

(2) 

Out  Workers. 

. 

X 

+5  £ 

O  c 

£  ^ 

©  © 

O 

o  > 

(3)  (4) 

X 

r. 

(5) 

X 

qA 

(6) 

Workmen. 

Wearing  Apparel — 

Making,  &c. 

10 

12 

11 

2 

.  .  * 

2 

File  Making 

2 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

12 

12 

13 

2 

... 

2 

*  When  the  return  is  “  nil”  the  item  is  omitted  from  the  table. 


D.—  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(1) 

Number 

(2) 

Boot  and  Shoe  Makers  and  Repairers,  81  ;  Bakehouses,  82  ; 
Lockmakers,  29;  Tailors,  68  ;  Dressmakers,  52  ;  Milliners, 
22  ;  Cabinet  Makers  and  Upholsterers,  16  ;  Smiths,  18  ; 
Keymakers,  2  ;  Spectacle  Frame  Makers,  8  ;  Builders, 
&c.,  25  ;  various  other  trades,  223 

626 

/ 

E.— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Class 

ID 

Number 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  |  ,  •/•  ]U  t T  m  i  .  «. 

by  H.M.  inspectors  as  remcdi-  J  1 

able  under  the  Public  Health  I-™  ,  ,  c  ,  . 

.  ,  i  ,  ,  i  .i  .  Reports  of  action  taken 

Acts,  but  not  under  the  factory  1  ,  ,  R  T 

.  ,  ’  J  sent  to  H.M.  Inspectors 

Others  ... 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

12 

1 1 

1 

TABLE  XXIII. 
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TABLE  XXIV.  Sanitary  Defects  Reported. 
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O 

H 


TABLE  XXV. 


Notices  served 

D 


DEALING  WITH  THE  AFORESAID  SANITARY 
EFECTS. 


Form  of  Notices. 

Districts. 

-71 

^  Ph 

O  o 

m 

N.  XV. 

w. 

s.w. 

N.E. 

E. 

S.E. 

^  7 

o 

H 

Intimation  (Preliminary) 

33 

96 

171 

113 

237 

196 

42 

888 

Statutory 

155 

432 

484 

338 

564 

631 

09 

Zo 

2627 

Totals  ... 

188 

528 

655 

451 

801 

827 

65 

3515 

Prosecutions  : 

Non-compliance  with  Notices  (Premises)  ... 

1 

7 

9 

4 

25 

46 

Slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises 

*  .  « 

18 

2 

2 

,  .  , 

22 

Establishing  an  Offensive  Trade  ... 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  • 

1 

2 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  73 

1 

•  .  * 

1 

W'ton  Corp’ation  Act,  1928 Sec  56  (Caravans) 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

24 

•  .  . 

24 

Bye-laws  contraventions... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Totals 

1 

8 

28 

30 

29 

96 

TABLE  XXVI. 


Improvements  made  in  Compliance  with  Notices  served. 


Districts. 

A  m 

m  I 

Improvements. 

O  o 

o 

r  , 

n.w. 

w. 

S.W. 

N.E. 

E. 

S.E. 

fcH 

(  Reconstructed  .. 

252 

i 

11 

35 

3 

3 

305 

•  c.  (  Improved  or  Repaired  ... 

35 

393 

423 

257 

109 

397 

23 

1637 

urairis  i  nn  r»  i 

[  traps  fixed 

240 

10 

113 

247 

46 

290 

14 

960 

Sinks  1  Provided 

(  Improved  or  Repaired 

16 

23 

2 

•  •  • 

13 

6 

60 

4 

190 

10 

3 

9 

14 

230 

Pan  Closets  altered  to  Water  Closets 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Waste- water  Closets  altered  to  W.C’s 

238 

238 

230 

241 

21 

272 

1240 

Privy  Middens  altered  to  W.C’s  ... 

Q 

XmJ 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

it-  x  oi  x  (  Constructed  ... 

W  ater  Closets  {  T  i  •  i 

I  Improved  or  Repaired 

14 

1  o 

42 

3 

25 

d 

49 

2 

71 

21 

38 

41 

282 

(  Ash  Bins  provided 

16 

70 

37 

23 

90 

148 

2 

386 

Ashpits  (  Altered  to  Bin 

20 

3 

13 

1 

*  •  . 

1 

38 

f  Improved  or  Repaired  ... 

1 

.  -  . 

3 

9 

,  .  , 

13 

and  Channels  i  ReIald  or  RePaired 

20 

315 

264 

203 

59 

313 

7 

1181 

i  Wells  Closed... 

... 

•  »  . 

•  •  • 

Water  <  Water  laid  on 

10 

13 

5 

1 

11 

1 

41 

1  Soft  Water  Cisterns  Cleansed  ... 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

/  Cleansed  or  Limewashed 

17 

92 

191 

105 

138 

92 

90 

725 

u  t  Generally  Repaired 

46 

155 

279 

138 

211 

196 

14 

1039 

j  Lighted  or  Ventilated  .. 

Spouting,  etc.,  provided  or 

3 

54 

8 

51 

23 

18 

... 

157 

repaired 

23 

104 

166 

30 

133 

72 

7 

535 

Overcrowding  Abated 

1 

7 

7 

14 

9 

29 

67 

Out-door  Premises  Limewashed  ... 

22 

386 

618 

39 

566 

183 

110 

1924 

,,  ,,  Improved  or  Repaired  .. . 

22 

367 

671 

249 

59 

367 

30 

1765 

Animals  Removed 

3 

13 

7 

13 

76 

15 

3 

130 

Offensive  Accumulations  Removed 

42 

125 

119 

77 

218 

149 

97 

827 

Other  Amendments  or  Nuisances  Abated  ... 

22 

26 

26 

6 

176 

28 

44 

326 

Total  Improvements 

1081 

2617  3238 

1785 

2018 

2674 

504 

13917 

Total  Premises  Improved 

72 

825 

932 

796 

1085 

1345 

208 

5263  ■ 

64 


TABLE  XXVII. 

WOLVERHAMPTON  HOUSING  CONDITIONS,  1929. 


X  unber  of  houses  erected  during  the  year : — 

)  T otal  ..  ...  ...  ...  Oid 

b '  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1919,  1923  or  1924 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  370 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  170 

2.— Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

1  — Inspection  . 

I)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  911 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  Ill 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  160 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub  heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  602 

II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1311 

III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  ...  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  2976 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied: — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2007 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  se  -lions  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the  making 

of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

.2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses  have  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Order  ...  ...  ...  ...  *8 

*  In  addition,  a  further  17  houses  were  demolished  in  connection  with 
Road  Widening  Schemes, 


TABLE  XXVIII. 


Investigation  of  Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Results  Obtained  by  Deposit  Gauge  in  the  Centre  of 

Wolverhampton  . 


Insoluble  Matter 
Tons  Per  Sq.  Mile. 

! 

Soluble  Matter 
Tons  Per  Sq,  Mile. 

Inches. 

H 

J1  rH 

r*  O) 

o  C  S- 
X  .  ^ 

o  S  w 
a:  4^  ^ 

-  4-^  •*-1 

~i 

q  X 

X  +3 

”33 

<1 

Sulphates 

l  1 

Chlorides. 

#v 

’£ 
o 
<— * 

< 

• 

X 

January 

0-59 

4*26 

9*97 

1  68 

0*82 

0*18 

1  *55 

February 

0-84 

7*06 

15  66 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

*62 

March 

0'59 

1*56 

4*11 

... 

... 

... 

*17 

April 

0-51 

5*00 

10*30 

1*53 

0*69 

0*13 

*61 

May 

0-82 

6*58 

12*62 

. . . 

. . . 

2*23 

June 

0*38 

2*35 

6  45 

1*77 

July 

0  38 

4*44 

12*62 

1*79 

0*54 

0*10 

2*34 

August 

0*61 

2*19 

6*07 

... 

... 

... 

2*08 

September 

0*28 

2*80 

7*62 

... 

*60 

October 

0*51 

3*47 

6*07 

1  89 

1*30 

Nil, 

4-24 

November 

0*33 

2*98 

3*80 

... 

... 

... 

6  16 

December 

0  54 

4*59 

9  05 

... 

... 

... 

4*95 

Total 

6-38 

47*28 

104*34 

6*89 

3*35 

*41 

27*33 

Monthly 

Average 

*53 

3*94 

869 

1  *72 

*84 

*10 

2*28 

TABLE  XXIX. 

Grade  “A”  Milks,  1929. 


Retailer. 

Producer. 

Date  of 

Sample. 

Racteriol 

“  C/2 

3: 

*  ^  o 
*—<  • 

Cw  O 

~  <X> 

ogical  Re 

£  .  H  « 

£5  o 

^3  o 

O  s3  _ 

r-  ^ 

)OI 

d 

d 

r-H 

© 

■— 1 

•t 

O 

6 

6 

REMARKS. 

1 

A 

AB/29  i 

12/3  29 

4,000 

X 

Satisfactory . 

1 

A 

J 15/29 

12/6/29 

10,600 

X 

X 

Signs  of  contamination.  Retailer 

informed. 

1 

A 

ACB/29 

18/9/29 

1,700 

— 

— 

A  very  clean  milk. 

l 

A 

AK  B/29 

28/11/29 

1,900 

— 

Very  clean. 

2 

B 

BB  29 

12/3/29 

11,100 

X 

— 

Satisfactory. 

2 

B 

ZB/29 

18/9,29 

33,600 

X 

X: 

X 

Contaminated.  Retailer  informed 

2 

B 

ALB/29 

28/11/29 

5,400 

_ 

_ 

Clean  milk. 

3 

C 

CB/29 

12/3/29 

4, 100 

* 

X 

— 

Satisfactory. 

4 

I) 

I)  B/29 

12/3/29 

6,700 

X 

Satisfactory. 

4 

D 

RB/29 

26/6/29 

177,600 

X 

X 

X 

Grossly  contaminated,  Retailer 

interviewed. 

4 

D 

TB/29 

16/7/29 

16,000 

— 

— 

Clean  milk.  Sample  taken  from 

churn  before  bottling. 

4 

D 

UB/29 

16/7/29 

14,400 

_ 

Clean  milk.  Sample  taken  after 

bottling. 

4 

D 

YB/29 

18/9/29 

21,000 

X 

X 

X 

Contaminated.  Retailer  inter- 

viewed  and  bottling  apparatus 

inspected. 

4 

D 

AIB/29 

28/11/29 

14,700 

- — 

Clean  milk. 

5 

F 

EB/29 

13/3/29 

13,100 

— 

Clean  milk. 

5 

F 

OB/29 

19/6/29 

1,900 

— 

— 

Very  clean. 

5 

F 

AG  B/29 

19/9/29 

26,400 

— 

Clean. 

5 

F 

A  UB/29 

18/12  29 

6,200 

— 

Very  clean. 

6 

(7 

FB/29 

13/3/29 

4,900 

— 

— 

Clean  milk. 

6 

G 

QB/29 

19/6/29 

2,100 

— 

— 

— 

Very  clean. 

6 

G 

AD  B/29 

19/9/29 

2,400 

— 

— 

Very  clean. 

i 

Q 

GB/29 

13/3  2!) 

8,700 

— 

— 

Clean. 

7 

R 

PB/29 

19/6/29 

5,600 

X 

X 

X 

Contaminated.  Retailer  inter- 

viewed. 

7 

K 

A  FB/29 

19/9/29 

31,200 

X 

X 

X 

Contaminated.  Retailer  warned. 

1 

L 

Ad  B/29 

28/11/29 

34,100 

X 

X 

X 

Contaminated.  This  sample  taken 

before  bottling.  Retailer  inter- 

viewed. 

7 

(4 

AIB/29 

18/12/29 

3,300 

— 

Very  clean 

8 

I 

KB  29 

12/6/29 

900 

— 

— 

— 

A  very  (dean  milk. 

9 

F 

LB/29 

12/6/29 

1.900 

— 

— 

Very  clean. 

10 

H 

MB  29 

12/6  29 

Une'nt- 

X 

X 

X 

Grossly  contaminated.  Producer 

able 

warned. 

r. 

B 

NB/29 

!  19/6/29 

14,400 

— 

i 

Clean 

i 

M 

XB  29 

17/9  29 

33,500 

X 

!  X 

X 

Dirty  milk.  Retailer  advised. 

12 

M 

APB/29 

18/12/29 

4,800 

— 

_ 

Clean  milk.  Evening  milk. 

Produced  17/12/29. 

Bottled  18/12/29. 

12 

M 

AQB/29 

18/12/29 

2,700 

— 

— 

Very  clean.  Morning  milk. 

Produced  and  bottled  18/12/29 

12 

N 

ARB/29 

18/12/29 

4,200 

_ 

_ 

Clean.  Evening  milk. 

Produced  17/12/29. 

Bottled  18/12/29 

67 


TABLE  XXIX. 

Grade  “A”  Milk,  1029. — Continued. 


S-* 

JU 

Producer 

Sample 

Date  of 

Sample 

Bacteriological  Report. 

REMARKS. 

Organisms 
per  c.c. 

Coliform 
Bacilli 
in  1  c.c. 

d 

o 

© 

c 

i 

|  In  0  01  c.c. 

12 

N 

ASB/29 

18/12/29 

1,400 

— 

- 

— 

Yery  clean.  Morning  milk 

Produced  and  bottled  18/12/29. 

13 

I 

AAB/29 

18/9/29 

28,400 

X 

X 

X 

Contaminated.  Producer  advise:!. 

14 

J 

AEB/29 

19/9/29 

21.000 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Clean 

15 

I 

AHB/29  28/1 1/29 

1,800 

— 

— 

Yery  clean. 

16 

G 

ANB/29,28/ 11/29 

6,100 

— - 

— 

— 

Very  clean. 

17 

B 

AOB/29 

18/12/29 

800 

A  very  clean  milk. 

GRADE  A  (Tubercui 

jIN 

Tested)  MILKS. 

4 

E 

HB/29 

20/3/29 

12,900 

- * 

— 

Clean  milk. 

4 

E 

YB/29 

16/7/29 

12,400 

— 

— 

Clean  milk  This  sample  was 

taken  before  bottling. 

4 

E 

WB/29 

16/7/29 

28,200 

— 

Clean  milk.  This  sample  was 

taken  after  bottlin'/. 

4 

E 

A  YB/29 

18/12/29 

10.300 

_ 

_ 

Clean  milk 

r* 

7 

L 

IB/2!) 

23/3/29 

6,900 

— 

— 

— 

Very  clean 

7 

o 

ANY  B/29 

18/12/2  ) 

9,800 

Clean  milk 

LOUSE 

MILKS. 

18|  P 

A  MB,  29  28/11/29 

28,000 

- 

— 

Clean 

TABLE  XXX, 


Public  Abattoir. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Report  for  Year  1929. 

NO.  OF  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED, 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 


Heads — 

A  cty  nomycosis 
Hydrsemia  ... 
Tuberculosis 
Other  Diseases 


11,385 

3,152 

37,685 

15,750 

OFFALS  DESTROYED. 

|  Stomachs  A  Intestines- 
29  Hydrsemia  ... 

53  Johnes  Disease 

537  Tuberculosis 

201  Other  Diseases 


Lungs  &  Hearts — 
Hydrsemia  ... 
Parasitic  Disease 
Tuberculosis 
Other  Diseases 

Livers — 

Abscesses 
Cav.  Angeioma 
Cirrhosis 
Hydrsemia  . . . 
Necrosis 

Parasitic  Disease 
Tuberculosis 
Other  Diseases 


96 

1,462 

1,212 

504 


135 

151 

218 

67 

86 

1,713 

606 

205 


Spleens — 
Hydrsemia  . . . 
Tuberculosis 
Other  Diseases 

Kidneys — 
Hydrsemia  . . . 
Parasitic  Disease 
Tuberculosis 
Other  Diseases 

Udders — 
Tuberculosis 
Other  Diseases 


APPROXIMATE  WEIGHT. 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Lbs. 

Tuberculosis 

20 

14 

109 

Other  Diseases 

19 

14 

31 

68 

41 

340 

253 


66 

258 

261 


95 

7 

432 

475 


211 

193 


CARCASSES  AND  PARTS  OF  CARCASSES  DESTROYED. 


Anemia 

13 

Immaturity 

34 

Asphyxia 

15 

Injury... 

37 

Caseons  Lymphadenitis 

5 

Jaundice 

rr 

i 

Distomatosis  ... 

4 

Pneumonia 

4 

Dropsy 

57 

Peritonitis 

22 

Emaciation 

43 

Tuberculosis  ... 

199 

Erysipelas 

10 

Other  Diseases 

120 

Hydrsemia 

28 

APPROX 

I  MATE  WEIGHT 

Tons  Cwts. 

Lbs. 

Tuberculosis 

47  8 

6 

Other  Diseases 

• 

46  18 

66 

TABLE  XXXI. 

I'OOD  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928.  Total  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  1929: 


69 


Article 

Number  Examined. 

Number 

Adulterated,  &c. 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

1 

Informa 

Total 

Aspirin 

1 

1 

Baking  Powder 

i 

6 

7 

i 

i 

o 

Bismuth  &  Magnesia... 

.  •  . 

1 

1 

,  .  • 

.  .  . 

Borax 

1 

3 

4 

i 

1 

2 

Brawn 

... 

3 

3 

... 

•  •  • 

,  .  , 

Butter 

8 

9 

17 

... 

.  ,  , 

... 

Candied  Peel 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

, . , 

... 

... 

Caviare 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Chlorodyne  Lozenges... 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

. .  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Cocoa 

5 

5 

.  * . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Coffee 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

. . . 

.  .  . 

... 

Condensed  Full  Cream 

Milk 

3 

3 

Condensed  Skimmed 

Mi'k 

2 

2 

Cream 

i 

4 

5 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Custard  Powder 

... 

1 

1 

• . . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Dried  Fruit  ... 

•  •  • 

o 

o 

3 

. . . 

•  •  . 

.  .  . 

Dripping 

l 

1 

2 

. . . 

. .  . 

Egg  Powder  ... 

. . . 

1 

1 

. . . 

1 

1 

Epsom  Salts... 

. . 

1 

1 

. . . 

.  .  . 

Eucalyptus  Ointment... 

. . . 

1 

1 

. . . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Flour 

, , , 

3 

3 

.  • . 

.  .  . 

.  •  . 

Ground  Ginger 

... 

2 

2 

. . . 

... 

... 

H  <  >ney 

l 

.  .  . 

1 

. . . 

.  . 

.  .  . 

Jam 

... 

4 

4 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

Lard 

2 

10 

12 

*  • » 

... 

Lemonade  Crystals  ... 

... 

1 

1 

. . . 

... 

Malt  Vinegar 

3 

10 

13 

i 

1 

2 

Margarine 

2 

6 

8 

2 

2 

Milk  . 

134 

134 

9 

... 

9 

Milk  “Appeal  to  Cow” 

,  *  . 

3 

3 

... 

2 

2 

Milk,  Sterilised 

2 

1 

3 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

Milk,  Skimmed 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

Milk  Pudding  Mixture 

.  •  . 

1 

1 

.  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Mustard 

.  .  • 

5 

5 

.  • 

.  .  • 

.  .  • 

Nerve  and  Digestive 

Tablets 

1 

1 

2 

T 

X 

l 

2 

Non-Alcoholic  Wines... 

2 

1 

3 

•  . 

•  •  • 

... 

Nutmeg 

2 

2 

... 

.  .  . 

Oatmeal 

.  •  . 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Orangeade  Powder  ... 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

Pearl  Barley ... 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Pepper 

14 

14 

... 

.  .  . 

Pepper  Compound 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

Pickles 

.  .  . 

2 

2 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Sauce 

... 

6 

6 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

Sausage 

5 

8 

13 

1 

1 

2 

Self-raising  F  our 

1 

0 

6 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

Suet 

... 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

Sweets 

.  .  . 

6 

6 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Tapioca 

.  .  . 

o 

2 

... 

.  .  . 

1 

Tomatoes,  Canned 

1 

T 

Totals 

107  | 

152 

319 

15 

14 

29 

70 


TABLE  XXXII. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 


Administrative  Action  taken  regarding  Samples  reported  not 
to  be  genuine  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1929. 


F  ormal 

Legal  Proceedings 

Instituted 

No.  of 
Sample 

Article 

or 

Informal 

Nature  of 

Adulteration  or  Irregularity 

i  Fine  I  Costs 
Inflicted  Imposed 

Observations 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  <1 

21 

Milk  ... 

Formal 

Deficient  in  solids  not  fat  4%  j 

\  endor  cautioned 

74 

Margarine 

Informal 

Boric  Acid  0‘06%  . 

Formal  sample  re- 

ported  as  genuine 

80 

Egg 

Informal 

Entirely  devoid  of  egg 

W  ithdrawn  from  sale 

Powder 

93 

Baking 

Informal 

Contained  only  0’85%  of  avail- 

See  sample  No.  101 

Powder 

able  C  O, 2 

99 

Milk  ... 

Formal 

Deficient  in  fat  4  7%  ... 

Vendor  cautioned 

101 

Baking 

Formal 

Contained  only  1%  of  avail- 

!  2  19  6 

Powder 

able  C  O.2. 

109 

Nerve  & 

Informal 

Wholly  devoid  of  ingredients 

Digestive 

as  stated  on  label 

Tablets 

113 

Refined 

Informal 

Arsenous  Oxide  400  parts  per 

See  sample  No.  142 

Borax 

million 

115 

Margarine 

Informal 

Excess  of  water  1’18% 

Formal  sample  re- 

ported  as  genuine 

120 

Milk 

Formal 

Deficient  in  fat  14%  ... 

\  endor  cautioned 

121 

Milk  ... 

Formal 

Deficient  in  fat  5%  ...  ..J 

Vcnd(  r  cautioned 

128 

Suet 

Informal 

Ground  rice  15%  ...  ..J 

142 

Refined 

Formal 

Arsenous  Oxide  400  parts  per 

3  0  0 

13  6 

Borax 

million 

150 

Nerve  & 

Formal 

Entirely  devoid  of  potassium 

Digestive 

iodide 

Tablets 

163 

Malt 

Informal 

Deficient  in  Acetic  Acid  21% 

See  formal  sample 

Vinegar 

No  170 

170 

Malt 

Formal 

Deficient  in  Acetic  Acid  10% 

1  0  0 

19  6 

\  inegar 

179 

Milk  ... 

Formal 

Deficient  in  fat  29%  ... 

5  0  0 

13  6 

67C/K 

Milk  ... 

Formal 

Deficient  in  fat  2% 

Case  dismissed 

228 

Sausage 

Informal 

Sulphor  Dioxide  288  parts  per 

See  formal  sample 

million 

No  236 

23  o 

Sausage 

Formal 

Sulphor  Dioxide  354  parts  per 

Vendor  cautioned 

million 

244 

Milk 

Formal 

Deficient  in  fat  1 3%  ... 

Vendor  cautioned 

20C/L 

Milk  ... 

Formal 

Deficient  in  fat  3% 

Vendor  cautioned 

251 

Popper 

Informal 

Consisted  of  33%  pepper,  67% 

Comp’nd 

of  starchy  mat  ter. 

263 

Pearl 

Informal 

Maize  Flour  3% 

See  formal  sample 

Barley 

No.  276 

265 

Milk  ... 

Formal 

Deficient  in  fat  14%  ... 

Vendor  cautioned 

274 

Milk  ... 

Formal 

Deficient  in  fat  9% 

1  *  Appeal  to  Cow  ” 

f  samples  following 

275 

Milk  ... 

Formal 

Deficient  in  fat  12%  ... 

^  No.  265 

276 

Pearl 

Formal 

Maize  Flour  3% 

Barley 

319 

Caviare 

Informal  Boric  Acid  1  ’22%,  (85  grains 

Remaining  stock  sur- 

per  lb  ) 

rendered  by  vendor  j 
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TABLE  XXXIII. 


Diarrhiea  and  Enteritis. 


Year. 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  per 

1,000  births. 

under  2  years. 

Wolverhampton. 

England 
and  Wales. 

1920 

21 

7*23 

8*89 

1921 

60 

23*15 

15-50 

1922 

15 

6*48 

6-20 

1923 

31 

13*61 

7-70' 

1924 

20 

9*52 

7-30 

1925 

23 

11*02 

8-40 

1926 

17 

8-18 

8-70 

1927 

25 

10-56 

6-30 

1928 

27 

10*21 

7  00 

1929 

17 

6*72 

8-10 

TABLE  XXXIV. 

Midwives. 

No.  of  midwives  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  61 

No.  of  trained  midwives  working  independently  ...  33 

No.  of  trained  midwives  in  Institutions  ...  ...  24 

No.  of  untrained  midwives  working  independently  ...  4 

Notifications  Received  from  Mid  wives. 


(a)  Of  sending  for  medical  assistance  ...  ...  777 

(b)  Of  still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

(c)  Of  proposal  to  substitute  artificial  feeding  ...  28 

(d)  Of  being  a  source  of  infection.  ...  ...  26 


Work  of  the  Superintendent  of  Midwives. 


(a)  No.  of  routine  visits  to  midwives 

(b)  No.  of  special  visits  to  midwives 

(c)  No.  of  special  visits  to  patients 

(d)  No.  of  visits  re  still  births 

(e)  No.  of  visits  re  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal 

Pyrexia  cases 


229 

47 

14 

25 


28 


Total  Visits 


343 


TABLE  XXXV. 


Conditions  for  which  Doctors  were  called  in  by  Midwiv 

Pregnancy. 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage  ...  21 

Abortion  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscarriage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Toxaemias  (a)  Unclassified  ...  .  .  7  j 

(. b )  Eclampsia  ...  2  j  ^ 

Undiagnosed  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Labour. 

Abnormal  Labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  152 

Post-partum  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  16 

Retained  and  Adherent  Membranes  ...  ...  27 

Ruptured  Perineum  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Puerperium. 

Puerperal  rise  of  Temperature  ...  ...  ...  33 

Subinvolution...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Unclassified  (Indefinite  Diagnosis)  ...  ...  69 

Death  of  Mother  ...  ...  ..  ...  1 

Infant. 

Ophthalmia  193 

Convulsions  ...  . .  ...  ...  ...  3 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus  ...  ...  17 

Congenital  Malformations  ...  ...  ...  27 

Icterus  Neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pemphigus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bronchitis  ...  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Death  of  Infant  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  11 

Unclassified  (Indefinite  Diagnosis)  ...  52 


73 


TABLE  XXXVI. 

NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRATION  ACT,  1927. 

Nursing  Homes. 

1.  Number  of  applications  for  Registration  ...  ...  2 

2.  Number  of  Homes  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  16* 

3.  Number  of  Orders  made  refusing  or  cancelling  registration  0 

4.  Number  of  appeals  against  such  Orders  ...  ...  ...  0 

5.  Number  of  cases  in  which  such  Orders  have  been  — 

(a)  Confirmed  on  appeal  ...  ...  ...  0 

(&)  Disallowed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

6  Number  of  applications  for  exemption  from  registration  ...  2 

7.  Number  of  cases  in  which  exemption  has  been — ■ 

(a)  Granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(£)  Withdrawn  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

( c )  Refused  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

*  One  Nursing  Home  was  withdrawn  from  registration 

during  the  year, 


74 


TABLE  XXXVII.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 
Work  of  Health  Visitors,  1929. 


District. 

First 

Visits. 

Re-visits. 

Visits  to 
Toddlers. 

Ineffective 

Visits. 

Special 
"S  isits. 

Clinics. 

Total. 

N. 

364 

602 

692 

180 

113 

191 

2142 

W. 

— 

22 

31 

22 

105 

203 

383 

N  W. 

243 

436 

1061 

266 

264 

116 

2386 

E. 

306 

736 

1088 

165 

285 

142 

2722 

N.E. 

302 

535 

1083 

133 

275 

125 

2453 

S.E. 

340 

434 

885 

287 

317 

140 

2403 

s.w. 

364 

539 

1175 

218 

265 

117 

2678 

s. 

355 

353 

828 

154 

335 

105 

2130 

H.T. 

264 

562 

1267 

144 

264 

144 

2645 

Total 

2538 

4219 

8110 

1569 

2223 

1283 

19,942 

TABLE  XXXVIII. 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 
Births 


Births  Notified 

Male 

F  emale 

Sex  not 
stated 

Total 

By  Mid  wives 

1  i  24 

1117 

11 

2252 

,,  Doctors 

279 

245 

4 

528 

,,  Others 

4 

6 

2 

12 

2792 

Still-Births 

By  Mid  wives 

29 

22 

... 

51 

,,  Doctors 

25 

23 

... 

48 

,,  Others  ... 

2 

1 

... 

3 

102 

75 

TABLE  XXXIX. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 


Ward 

Street 

Lea 

Road 

+3  C 

ci  < 

<0  o 

Ws 

Stalford 

;  Street 

1 

Moseley 

Village 

Totals 

Infants 

No.  of  Sessions 

142 

146 

133 

142 

48 

611 

New  Cases  under  1  year  ... 

313 

329 

363 

264 

54 

1323 

New  Cases  over  1  year 

35 

45 

83 

28 

12 

203 

Attendances  under  1  year... 

3309 

4218 

4370 

3090 

1141 

16128 

Attendances  oyer  1  year  . . . 

2702 

2957 

2022 

2803 

1164 

11648 

Total  Attendances 

6011 

7175 

6392 

5893 

2305 

27776 

Average  Attendances  per 

Session 

42 

49 

48 

42 

48 

Expectant  Mothers 

No.  of  Sessions 

49 

48 

49 

•  •  • 

»  •  • 

146 

New  Cases 

98 

187 

92 

... 

«  •  • 

377 

Total  Attendances 

401 

758 

394 

•  •  « 

... 

1553 

Average  Attendances 

per  Session 

8-2 

15  ‘8 

8-0 

... 

... 

TABLE  XL 
Dental  Clinic. 


Sessions 

Attendances 

Extractions 

Dentures  Supplied 

47 

342 

826 

81 

TABLE  XLI. 


Wolverhampton  County  Borough,  Cases  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  1929. 

Cases  notified  by  (a)  Doctors  ...  ...  6 

„  ,,  ,,  (&)  Midwives  ...  ...  98 

104 

Cases  treated  at  home  ...  ...  ...  39 

,,  ,,  ,,  out-patients  Eye  Infirmary  ...  63 

,,  ,,  ,,  in-patients  Eye  Infirmary  ...  2 

104 

Results  : —  “ — 

Sight  apparently  perfect  ...  ...  ...  96 

,,  impaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Blind  one  eye  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Blind  both  eyes  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Result  unknown  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Still  under  treatment  ...  ...  ...  2 

104 


N.B.— <  )ne  Infant  notified  as  suffering  from  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  died 
from  Enteritis. 
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